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1. Businesses are classified under SIC Codes.  What does SIC mean?  I need a web resource that will provide access to SIC.

Analysis:  Since this is related to businesses and is a regulated number system I will need to consult a official publication by the government.

Resource:  US Census Bureau as this resource provides information about the economy and related businesses.

Answer:  SIC (Standard Industrial Classification) Codes was replaced by the NAICS (North American Industry Classification System) in 1997, but several data sets are still available with SIC-based data.  Both SIC and NAICS classify establishments by their primary type of activity.

URL:  http://www.census.gov/epcd/www/sic.html
2. I need a gazetteer for information on the Demographic and other types of information about states in the U.S.

Analysis:  This is statistical question regarding state information.  I need a source that gathers statistics from each state and produces a variety of relevant data.

Resource:  The census collects data about the people and economy of the U.S. And produces a wide variety of statistical data publications.

Answer:  U.S. Census Bureau

URL:  http://www.census.gov/
3. I have just changed my living room carpet and my pet has stained it badly, can you find me some information on stain removal?

Analysis:  For a general question with no specific theme or topic an INTERNET answering service will provide the best result.

Resource: Ask.com provides suggestive searches as you type your question in the search box, giving the user immediate knowledge that there are results to be found.

Answer:  Simply spray a product such as PAWS (Pet Accident Washup Solution or Bio-OX Citrus Concentrate on the soiled area, and then allow it to penetrate for approximately five minutes.  Using a clean white absorbent cloth, blot the area, pressing down firmly (do not rub) for 30 seconds.  Repeat process until dry.  

URL:  http://tiny.cc/2EhSy
4. List some of the daily newspapers in Nigeria.

Analysis:  Looking for newspaper titles I need to find an international newspaper index or directory.

Resource:  abyznewslinks.com will provide international newspaper titles as it is a newspaper and magazine guide.

Answer:  The Daily Champion; The Daily Trust; National Daily; Nigerian Tribune

URL:  http://abyznewslinks.com/nigei.htm
5. Provide me with the front page news in the New York Times on the day you were born.

Analysis:  I need to search the New York Times archives for articles from 1972.  

Resource:  The New York Times article archive (1851-1980)  will provide the back issues of this daily newspaper.  

Answer:  Front page news headlines for August 3, 1972  included:

SENATE, 49-47, ADOPTS PROPOSAL FOR ENDING WAR – BY JOHN FINNEY

F.D.A. BANS DRUG LINKED TO CANCER – BY RICHARD D. LYONS.

FOE'S GUNS POUND QUANGTRI TARGETS – BY ASSOCIATED PRESS

URL:  http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?srchst=p
6. Who was the first female governor of any state in the U.S. that was elected to the post?

Analysis:  This is a famous first fact, thus I need to find a resource that provides either information of the history of women or state government history.

Resource:  InfoPlease  provides first facts section.  I choose the first facts about American women.

Answer:  Nellie Tayloe Ross becomes the first woman to serve as governor of a state, in Wyoming.  In the fall of 1924 she was ELECTED to succeed her deceased husband, William Bradford Ross.

URL:  http://www.infoplease.com/spot/womensfirsts2.html
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