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1. What is a database?

A database is a collection of data and resources stored in a computer system. Examples of electronic databases include library catalogs, that includes book holdings as well as serials and other various media materials.  Another form of electronic databases is bibliographic.  These include indexed content based upon subject.  Databases are typically commercially produced and may or may not contain the material itself.  The structure of the database can vary widely depending upon the software  and interface from which the database functions.

2. When you conduct a search for a specific title or author what type of search are you conducting?

You are using a field search if you are searching by title or author.  Other fields available to be searched include: abstract, journal type, source, year of publication, language, publication type or document type.

3. What are some basic search techniques?

Basic search techniques include choosing keywords, using Boolean operators to structure the search, and truncation where appropriate.   

4. List some advanced techniques.  

Advanced search techniques include field searching e.g. “Author”, “Title”, “Abstract”, “Journal Type”, “Source”, “Year of Publication”, “Language”, “Publication Type or Document Type”.  

5. Name and diagram Boolean Operators.  

AND

A AND B (linked terms)


OR

A OR B (alternate terms)


NOT

A NOT B (excluded terms) 

6. Which Boolean operator gives you the most items?

Boolean operator “OR” produces the most items.

7. Which one give you the most relevant and why?

Boolean operator “AND” will give you the most relevant items as this will combine your search terms and seek out only those that include all your terms that you request.  

8. What are “wild card” characters used to achieve in searching?  

“Wild card” characters are those that take the place of  any word or letter in a search phrase.  A searcher would use a “wild card” search strategy if they didn't know what word they're looking for or how to spell it.  Advanced “wild card” strategies include using asterisks before and after your search term to find phrases that include the search term e.g. **dogs**, as well as using the word “expand” with a colon to find relevant phrases for acronyms e.g. expand:RUSA.  

9. When should you use truncation in your search strategy?  

Truncation should be used to ensure that all records containing a term or any of its derivatives are retrieved (Konn-Roberts).  Entering in the word stem plus the truncation symbol (either $ or * depending on database used) will retrieve all variant forms of the search term.  

10. When should you use a Subject Search vs. Keyword Search?  

Keyword search should be used when you are interested in finding sections of the record that contain your keyword (title, subject, abstract), thus giving the searcher many hits, including false hits.  Keyword searching will be best for when there is no subject heading for the topic or the subject heading is too general or too specific.  Keyword searching should also be used when you are searching a database that does not have subject headings.  Entering a subject search will result in less hits as it will only search in the subject or descriptor field of the records within a database, thus retrieving many relevant items.  Subject searching is dependent upon using the exact terminology that a cataloger has used to describe the item.  The Library of Congress Subject Heading and others contain a list of these subject terms to create consistency.

Resources 

Konn-Roberts, T. An Introduction to Database Searching [Power Point Presentation].  Retrieved from Lecture Notes Online http://vista.csus.ct.edu/webct/urw/lc236298730011.tp312484583051//RelativeResourceManager?contentID=312484616051

Marlborough, Dr. H.S. (June 1, 2007).  Introduction to Database Search Skills.  Retrieved 2/16/09, http://www.lib.gla.ac.uk/researchskills/databases.shtml
Sauer, J. (8/19/08). Subject vs. Keyword Searching.  Retrieved 2/16/09, http://www.southalabama.edu/univlib/sauer/subject.html 
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