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Ready Reference Questions

1.  Where did Samuel Clemens get his pseudonym?

I choose to use Internet Public Library as I found that resource to be very comprehensive and authoritative in terms of contributors.  I typed in Samuel Clemens pseudonym and the first result was for Samuel Adams and the History of Beer.  Not what I had expected or wanted.  So I changed the Internet reference source to 

 HYPERLINK "http://lii.org/"
Librarians' Internet Index

 HYPERLINK ""
, typed in Clemens, Samuel and one of the results was the 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.cmgww.com/historic/twain/index.php"
official website of Mark Twain

 HYPERLINK ""
 that contained fast facts and was updated April 1, 2009.  
ANSWER: Clemens' pseudonym, Mark Twain comes form his days as a river pilot.  It is a river term which means two fathoms or 12-feet when the depth of water for a boat is being sounded.  “Mark Twain” means that it is safe to navigate.
2.  Do any words rhyme with orange?

My first thought was find a rhyming dictionary so I chose Librarians' Internet Index and went to the reference heading and chose to look at dictionaries.  Finding a link to rhyming dictionaries (1 dictionary listed – RhymeZone).  I typed in the word orange in the search box to find its rhymes.

ANSWER: No perfect rhymes were found.  A suggestion to search for near rhymes on OneLook.com for words ending in -nge.

3.  What does this symbol mean?

 [image: image1.jpg]



Since this was a image submitted on a document I rolled over the image with my mouse and amongst formatting symbols was the words “Hand of Fatima”.  I then went to Internet Public Library and choose Encyclopedia.com to search, typed in Hand of Fatima with a result from the Junior Worldmark Encyclopedia of World Cultures.
ANSWER: The Hand of Fatima is in the shape of the right hand and is said to protect wearers against the evil eye.

4.  How many acres are in 3 hectares?

I chose to use Librarians Internet Index, Reference sources and a subtopic was  Weights and Measures with 10 listings provided.  I then chose to use A Dictionary of Measures, Units and Conversions.
ANSWER: 3 hectares = 300 acres.

Search Questions

1.  What are the significant world events of 1852?

I chose to use Librarians' Internet Index.  I chose the topic Arts and Humanities as that contains Historical resources as well.  Since I was looking for events in a year I looked toward the general resources.  History World.net caught my attention as it said it contained over 400 articles and 4,000 world events and was browseable by time period. I chose to search in the time lines section of History World.net for 1852.

ANSWER: In 1852:  The citizens of the US are scandalized to discover Mormons practice polygamy; Queen Victoria opens the new Houses of Parliament, designed by Charles Barry and Augustus Welby Pugin; Harriet Beecher Stowe publishes Uncle Tom's Cabin that sells 300,000 copies its first year; Democratic candidate Franklin Pierce wins the US presidential election, defeating his Whig opponent Winfield Scott.

2.  Why is the murder of Francis Scott Key’s son historically significant?

I used Bartleby.com Columbia Encyclopedia to search for this question.  I typed in Francis Scott Key Murder and only 1 entry resulted.  The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition 2001-2007 under the heading Sickles, Daniel Edgar.

ANSWER:  Daniel Edgar Sickles was an American politician, a Union general in the Civil War and served in the New York legislature and as a member of congress form 1857-1861.  In 1859, while still a member of the US Congress, Sickles was acquitted of the murder of Phillip Barton Key (Francis Scott Key's son) on grounds of temporary mental aberration.  Sickles shot Key because of Key's affair with his wife.  He continued to serve New York as a United States Congressman.

3.  What can a DVD do that a videotape can’t?

I used Internet Public Library:Reference category and found Answers.com. Answers.com uses phrases to search so I typed in the phrase “DVD better than VHS” with a resulting link on about.com.  

ANSWER:  Audio and video information on VHS is read by a rotating head as DVD information is read optically thus creating a clearer and cleaner audio and video quality to the recording; DVDs can support both standard 4x2 and anamorphic widescreen 16x9 screen aspect ratios; DVD sections can be accessed in a faster manner than fast forwarding on a VHS; DVD is capable of interactive menu and added features.
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