Reference Questions Set #1

Susan Brown

ILS 504-S71 Spring 2009


Reference Questions Set #1

Susan Brown

ILS 504-S71

Spring 2009

1. Which U.S. place has the most bridges?

Type:  I used Buley's Reference Guide and found Fedstats. 

Specific Title: State Transportation Statistics  2007 Report (government publication) http://www.bts.gov/publications/state_transportation_statistics/state_transportation_statistics_2007/pdf/entire.pdf
Answer:  Texas, 50,217 total bridges.

2. When was daylight savings time introduced in the U.S.?

Type:  Almanac

Specific Title:  World Almanac 2001

Answer:  First national observance of DST in the United States was in 1918.  It was ceased until 1942 then repelled again in 1945.  In 1966 Congress passed the Uniform Time Act.

3. Which team won the Ryder Cup in 2003?

Type:  IPL

Specific Title: RyderCup.com

Answer: The Ryder Cup is played every two years, 2003 was an off year., No Winner.

4.  Can you help me find some guidelines on amounts to tip people who help me when I travel? 

Type:  IPL

Specific Title:  http://www.tipping.org/tips/

Answer:  Typically European and Asian countries, 10% tips are common for most services.  France and the U.K. 10%-15% is usually included in hotel and restaurant bills.

5. Who won the Beta Phi Mu Award from the American Library Association in 2007?

Type:  American Library Association Website

Specific Title:  ALA/ Beta Phi Mu Recipients – http://tiny.cc/bazID

Answer:  Barbara Immroth, PhD

6.  Could you help me find how letters are represented in the Braille alphabet?

Type:  Encyclopedia 

Specific Title:  World Book 2000

Answer:  The Braille alphabet is a system of raised dots.  Each letter, number, and punctuation mark is indicated of one to six dots in a cell, or letter space, two dots wide and three dots high.  Musical notes can also be transcribed into Braille.

7. When is Freedom of Information Day? 

Type:  Association Directory 

Specific Title:  IPL -Association - Arts & Humanities – Libraries; http://www.ipl.org/div/aon/browse/hum45.00.00
Answer: From ALA website FOI day is held annually on or near March 16th.

8. Where can I find a description of the structure of the National Health Service in the U.K.? 

Type:  Encyclopedia 

Specific Title:  World Book 2000

Answer:  The Department of Health is in charge of NHS with 10 Strategic Health Authorities responsible for overseeing NHS activities in its area.  For more information 

http://www.nhs.uk/NHSEngland/aboutnhs/Pages/About.aspx
9.  How do cataracts affect vision and what are common treatments? 

Type:  Buley Library Resource Guide - Medical/Health

Specific Title: Healthfinder.gov;  http://www.nei.nih.gov/health/cataract/cataract_facts.asp
Answer:  Cataracts cloud the lens of the eye reducing sharpness of images or adding a brownish tint to vision.  Treatments can include, new eyeglasses, brighter lighting, anti-glare sunglasses,  magnifying lenses, or in some cases surgery. 

10. Can you help me find voting statistics for Illinois in U.S. presidential elections from 1948-1996? Did a majority of Illinois voters always favor the winning candidate? 

Type: Atlas

Specific Title:  http://www.uselectionatlas.org/RESULTS/index.html

Answer: No - in 1970, 1976, 2000, 2004 the majority of Illinois voters did NOT favor the winning candidate

11.  I am trying to find an explanation of the Richter scale. 

Type:  Dictionary

Specific Title:  Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary

Answer:  Named after Charles R. Richter, American seismologist is a logarithmic scale for expressing the magnitude of a seismic disturbance (as an earthquake) in terms of the energy dissipated in it with 1.5 indicating the smallest earthquake that can be felt, 4.5 an earthquake causing slight damage, and 8.5 a very devastating earthquake.

12. What were the seven wonders of the ancient world? Are any still standing?

Type:  Encyclopedia 

Specific Title:  World Book Encyclopedia 2000

Answer:  The only wonder of the ancient world still standing today are the Pyramids in Egypt.  The Seven Wonders are/were: 1. The Pyramids of Egypt; 2. The Hanging Gardens of Babylon; 3. The Statue of Zeus at Olympia; 4. The Temple of Artemis at Ephesus; 5. The Mausoleum of Halicarnassus; 6. The Colossus of Rhodes; 7. The Pharos of Alexandria.
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