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National Union Catalog

National Union Catalog Pre-1956 Imprints, A Cumulative Author List Representing Library of Congress Printed Cards and Titles Reported by Other American Libraries.  London: Mansell, 1968-1981.

I   Format


Print

II   Scope


All works included in the catalog were printed or written prior to 1956.  Included in the catalog are entries for books, pamphlets, maps, atlases, music, and manuscripts.  Periodicals published before 1956 are also included.  

III   Relation to Similar Works


Bibliographic Index: A Cumulative Bibliography of Bibliographies.

IV   Authority


The contents of this printed resource represent the cataloging by the Library of Congress and by libraries and institutions contributing to its cooperative cataloging program.

V   Treatment


Union catalogs include older material which would be useful for antiquities dealers as well as rare book dealers.  Useful also to patrons in search of older titles that may or may not be included in a libraries catalog.

VI   Arrangement


Alphabetically arranged by author or title with necessary cross references and added entries.  Also included is a subject index.

VII   Special Features


Huge project collecting and compiling list of American and Canadian library holdings.  At the time the National Union Catalog, Pre-1956 Imprints was the largest comprehensive organized record of the world's literature.

VIII   Cost


Not in print

Books in Print

Books in Print 1997-1998 R.R. Bowker

I   Format


Print

II   Scope


Includes titles, authors, publishers and ISBNs for books currently published or distributed in the United States.  

III   Relation to Similar Works


Whitaker's Books in Print (British Books in Print); Children's Catalog.

IV   Authority


Publishers are asked to review and edit their entries.  Providing current price, publication date, availability status and ordering information as well as recently published and forthcoming titles prior to publication.

V   Treatment


Designed for a bibliographic reference for book trade professionals, library patrons, and scholars.

VI   Arrangement


Four volumes are used to arrange books alphabetically by author, four volumes are arranged by title and one volume contains publisher information and indexes.

VII  Special Features


In addition to the print version there is a Books in Print database available.

VIII   Cost


$980

Guide to Reference Books

Balay, R. (Ed.).  (1996).  Guide to Reference Books: 11th edition. (Chicago: American Library Association).

I   Format


The 11th edition, ©1996 ISBN 978-0-8389-0669-9, is available for purchase in print format.  A online companion is available through Guide to Reference Books.

II   Scope


The Guide to Reference Books is used as a first source in identifying local materials that answer's user's questions, training reference staff, inventorying and developing reference collections.  The print version is organized into five general subject areas including 1. General Reference Works, 2. Humanities, 3.Social and Behavioral Science, 4. History and Area Resources, 5. Science, Technology and Medicine.  The Guide to Reference Books ceased printed publication in 2001.  Updates  to Guide to Reference Books are available online. 

III   Relation to similar works


Public Library Catalog:  Guide to Reference Books and Adult Nonfiction; New Walford Guide to Reference Materials.

IV   Authority


From 1909-1986 the Guide to Reference Books was compiled by the Reference Department staff at Columbia University Libraries and edited by Gilbert Mudge, Constance Winchell, or Eugene Sheehy.  Since, contributors have been Sheehy's successor librarians and most recently the American Library Association has brought the Guide to Reference Books online taking full advantage of the Web's resources.

V   Treatment


The American Library Association Publishing Department notes the purpose of the Guide to Reference Books is to offer a usably comprehensive, not exhaustive, repertory of sources for answering questions, directing researchers, creating local instructional materials, educating and training library school students and reference staff, and inventorying and developing reference collections.

VI   Arrangement


The print version of Guide to Reference Books is organized into five broad subject areas: 1. General Reference Works, 2. Humanities, 3.Social and Behavioral Science, 4. History and Area Resources, 5. Science, Technology and Medicine. 

VII   Special Features


The American Library Association Publishing Department in creating the online Guide to Reference Books has allowed for the growth  of specialized reference literature as well as the globalization of reference work.  

VIII   Cost


Printed version $275, Online subscription – contact publisher (ALA)

New Walford Guide to Reference Resources

Lester, R.  (2005).  The New Walford: Guide to Reference Resources.  London: Facet Publication.

I   Format


Print 

II   Scope 


Print sources included through mid 2004, online sources checked April 2005.

III   Relation to Similar Works


Public Library Catalog: Guide to Reference Books and Adult Nonfiction; Guide to Reference Books.

IV   Authority


Compiled by subject specialist and editors including staff at the British Library, University of Sheffield Library and the University College London Library.

V   Treatment


Targeted to all libraries and librarians as well as libraries in specialized fields that include but not limited to the field of science, technology, and medicine.

VI   Arrangement 


The book is arranged  three main Subject Parts that match the three parts of its title – Science, Technology and Medicine, these three subject parts are then organized into twelve subject groupings, which in turn is organized into more than one hundred Subject Fields.  There is also a large section devoted to Generic Resources.  The volume also includes a Topic Index as well as a Title/Author Index.  

VII   Special Features  


The focus of The New Walford Guide to Reference Resources (2005) is focused on the newcomer with simpler subject arrangement, a topic index, the inclusion of online resources as well as an improved visual layout.

VIII   Cost


$425

Public Library Catalog: Guide to Reference Books and Adult Nonfiction

Entin, P.B., & Yaakov, J. (Eds.).  (1989).  Public Library Catalog: Guide to Reference Books and Adult Nonfiction.  9th edition.  New York: H.W. Wilson.

I   Format


Print

II   Scope 


Adult nonfiction titles published through 1988.  

III   Relation to Similar Work


Bibliographic Index

IV   Authority 


Titles are selected by a group of consultants being experienced librarians from a diverse cross-section of public libraries.  

V   Treatment


Intended to serve the needs of public and undergraduate libraries but also useful for the cataloging and reference librarian.  Uses include weeding, collection development, bibliographic data control, along with descriptive annotations for reader's advisory services.

VI   Arrangement


The Catalog is organized into three parts:  Classified Catalog; Author, Title, Subject and Analytical Index; Directory of Publishers and Distributors.  In the Classification Catalog section entries are arranged by Dewey Decimal Classification.  

VII   Special Features


Print edition includes three annual paper bound supplements.  Also available is an online subscription that allows enhanced search capabilities.

VIII   Cost


$410

American Book Publishing Record

American Book Publishing Record.  (2006). (New York:  R.R. Bowker).

I   Format


Print

II   Scope


1960-Present

III   Relation to Similar Works


Bibliographic Index.

IV   Authority


Entries are derived from Machine Readable Cataloging data (MARC).

V   Treatment


For  public and undergraduate libraries as well as the  general library user.  Uses include weeding, collection development,and  bibliographic data for the acquisitions librarian, reference librarian, and the cataloger.

VI   Arrangement


Published monthly,  each edition includes cataloging records for books published and distributed in the United States.  Books are arranged by Dewey Decimal Classification with special sections for adult and juvenile fiction.

VII   Special Features


There are three indexes, Author, Title and Subject Guide.

VIII   Cost


$335

Bibliographic Index

Bibliographic Index: A Cumulative Bibliography of Bibliographies.  New York:  H. W. Wilson

I   Format


Print and now available online as Bibliographic Index Plus

II   Scope


Current.  Indexes bibliographies, bibliographic essays, literature reviews, and serial bibliographies deriving from periodicals and books.  Online version offers indexing of more than 530,000 published in English, German, Dutch, and the Scandinavian, Slavic and Romance Languages, including over 185,000 full text bibliographies provided.

III   Relation to Similar Work


American Book Publishing Record.

IV   Authority 


Indexing of over 5,000 bibliographies from books and pamphlets each year, and more than 2,800 periodicals.  Online, more than 2,800 journals and 5,000 books are added each year.  Also full text for more than 185,000 bibliographies from over 2,000 journals.

V   Treatment


Provides easy answers in the research process for users and serves as a handy verification tool.  Primarily targeted to reference professionals as well as academic librarians and their patrons. 

VI   Arrangement


Entries are separated by specific subject area, bibliographies that are parts of books and pamphlets and bibliographies that are part of thousands of periodicals, in English as well as foreign language serials.


Online version includes a extensive searching capabilities including advanced searching possibilities.  Options include physical description, html or pdf versions and peer review articles.  Results can be sorted a multitude of ways.  Added bonus is an online thesaurus that relates to the databases controlled vocabulary.

VII   Special Features


Online version offers customized display, delivery links, as well as the option to email, print or save searches.  There are peer reviews as well as offering library holdings indicators.

VIII   Cost


Print – call for pricing (2004-$545); Online – call for pricing

Books in Print

Books in Print 1997-1998 R.R. Bowker

I   Format


Print

II   Scope


Includes titles, authors, publishers and ISBNs for books currently published or distributed in the United States.  

III   Relation to Similar Works


Whitaker's Books in Print (British Books in Print); Children's Catalog.

IV   Authority


Publishers are asked to review and edit their entries.  Providing current price, publication date, availability status and ordering information as well as recently published and forthcoming titles prior to publication.

V   Treatment


Designed for a bibliographic reference for book trade professionals, library patrons, and scholars.

VI   Arrangement


Four volumes are used to arrange books alphabetically by author, four volumes are arranged by title and one volume contains publisher information and indexes.

VII  Special Features


In addition to the print version there is a Books in Print database available.

VIII   Cost


$980

  British Books in Print

British Books in Print. (Currently known as Whitaker's Books in Print). (1990). London: Whitaker.

I   Format


Print

II   Scope


Lists British books currently in print.   This multi volume set is published yearly. 

III   Relation to Similar Work


Books in Print;  Children's Catalog.

IV   Authority


Information gathered from publishers of current printed literary work.

V   Treatment


Designed for a bibliographic reference for book trade professionals, library patrons, and scholars.

VI   Arrangement


All entries are arranged in one alphabetical sequence of authors, titles, references, etc.  

VII  Special Features


The Children's Book Group of the Publishers Association created a Reading Ability and Interest Age scale.  This scale is used for each children's book listed and each book can only 1 reading ability classification and up to three interest ages.

VIII   Cost


$799 

Children's Catalog 

Children's Catalog. 19th edition.  (2006).  New York: H.W. Wilson. 

I   Format


Print

II   Scope 


Through present publications.

III   Relation to Similar Works


Books in Print; British Books in Print (Whitaker's Books in Print).

IV   Authority


Entries are selected and included by professionals that serve children in a library environment.

V   Treatment


Directed toward professionals that serve and develop collections for children.

VI   Arrangement


Entries are arranged using abridged Dewey Decimal Classification.  Sections include nonfiction, fiction, short story collections, and easy books.  Each entry is complemented with bibliographic information in addition to cost, subject headings, and annotation.  Indexing by author, title, subject and analytical.

VII   Special Features


Online version is also available.  Printed resource contains a list of related web resources for users.    

VIII   Cost


$195 Printed resource
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