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Encyclopedias


Academic American Encyclopedia 

Academic American Encyclopedia.  21 volumes. Danbury, Conn.: Grolier, 2000.

General Information

A general encyclopedia, the Academic American Encyclopedia provides the user short, concise articles written by the editorial staff of AAE alongside professors from some of the most prestigious US universities and colleges.  

Scope

Covering 21 volumes, the Academic American Encyclopedia contains approximately 30,000 articles.  The encyclopedia set is revised annually.

Emphasis

This general English- language encyclopedia is intended for use by the general searcher as well as students and scholars.  The short articles are useful for ready reference queries.

Authority

Begun in 1980 sponsored by OCLC as a home encyclopedia, editors and contributors are mindful of the currency of information to be included in the set.  Articles are signed by the author and many have up to date bibliographies.

Writing Style

As a general encyclopedia, AAE has become known as accessible for most users including scholars, high school age students and general searchers.  Articles are short with a heavy concentration of cross referencing and bibliographies abound with current sources.

Recency

Academic American Encyclopedia revises 10-20 percent of the articles and entries.  Events from the publishing year are also provided in some instances.

Viewpoint and Objectivity

Interestingly Booklist reviewed the 1997 edition and mentioned AAE included geographical and political events from the several months prior to publishing but did not include a tobacco company settlement or legal issues from that year regarding the controversial topic.  Editors and contributors are from US universities and colleges.

Arrangement and Entry

Entries are arranged in alphabetical order by subject term, letter by letter.  Articles are short with a word count of 500 or less. Also included are over 16,000 illustrations.

Index

Index volume contains over 200,000 entries.  

Format

There is also an available CD-ROM version.

Cost

Printed sets are approximately $400.

Bartleby.com

Bartleby.com/65

General Information

Bartleby.com publishes the classics of literature, nonfiction, and reference free of charge for the home, classroom, and desktop of Internet users. 

Scope

Reference works available for searching include: 

General Reference:  Columbia Encyclopedia, The Encyclopedia of World History, The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy,  The Columbia Gazetteer of North America, The World Factbook

Dictionaries and Thesauri:  American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Roget's II: The New Thesaurus, Roget's International Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases, 

Quotations:  Bartlett's Familiar Quotations, The Columbia World of Quotations, Simpson's Contemporary Quotations, Respectfully Quoted: A Dictionary of Quotations, 

English Usage:  Language, Style & Composition:  American Heritage Book of English Usage, The Columbia Guide to Standard American English, The King's English, The American Language, On the Art of Writing, On the Art of Reading, Language: An Introduction to the Study of Speech,  The Elements of Style

Religion & Mythology:  The Bible – The King James Version, Dictionary of Phrase and Fable, The Age of Fable, The Golden Bough: A Study in Magic and Religion, 

Literary History & Literature:  Cambridge History of English & American Literature, Harvard Classics and Harvard Classics Shelf of Fiction, The Sacred Wood, The Oxford Shakespeare, The American Novel

Anatomy:  Anatomy of the Human Body

Cooking:  The Boston Cooking School Cook Book 

Etiquette:  Etiquette by Emily Post

Parliamentary Procedure & Government:  Robert's Rules of Order Revised, Inaugural Addresses of the Presidents of the United States, The World's Famous Orations 

Emphasis

Bartleby.com began as a personal research experiment in 1993, incorporated in 1999, has become the most comprehensive reference publisher on the web.  Providing the user access to a large search engine of reference materials that includes dictionaries, thesauri, and general reference materials.

Authority

By using the power of reputable publishers, including American Heritage, Webster's Bartleby.com created an automatic authority in the field of online reference tools.

Writing Style

Since it is an electronic text archive, the writing style is dependent upon the reference sources from which the user obtains results.

Recency

Dependant upon the revisions of the reference sources it archives.  The web site's home page  has a section entitled Bartleby Daily which includes a daily biography, definition of a word,  quotation, and poem.  There is also a featured author and book section.

Viewpoint and Objectivity

Being that the website is based solely on the work of outside sources, Bartleby.com relies upon the editors and authors of the reference sources found within the scope of the site.

Arrangement and Entry

Organized on the homepage are tabs that direct the user to the areas of reference, verse, fiction, and nonfiction.  Also to aid the user is a drop down search button with the multitude of options within each area of which users can select the one that satisfies their search needs.

Index

Not applicable

Format

Online and free to users featuring over 32 reference resources.

Cost

Free to users.  

International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences

International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences.  19 volumes.  New York:  Free Press/Macmillian, 1968-1991.

General Information

Published by Crowell, Collier, and Macmillan, Inc. in 1968.

Scope

The majority of the topical articles are devoted to the concepts, theories, and methods of the following disciplines; Anthropology, Economics, Geography, History, Law, Political Science, Psychiatry,  Psychology, Sociology, Statistics.  There are also biographical articles of approximately 600 persons whose research and writings have had a impact upon the social sciences.

Emphasis

Intended for the use of scholars, researchers and those interested parties of the social sciences field of study.  The inclusion of an international board of editors and contributors aids in the international and wide sweeping focus of the encyclopedia set.

Authority

Contributors are from more than 30 countries representing a wide range of institutional representation.  Articles were reviewed by editors primarily for clarity and standardization but also for the appropriateness of content.

Writing Style

Being geared toward the academic and researcher, the language and vocabulary is academic in nature.  Illustrations are rare and scattered throughout the 19 volumes.

Recency

The evaluated set was published in 1968 by Crowell, Collier and Macmillan, Inc.  This set is based upon an earlier published encyclopedia set entitled, The Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences.  Published between 1930-1935, the Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences served as a compliment to the evaluated set and not meant to replace the aforementioned set.

Viewpoint and Objectivity

All efforts were made to choose contributors that would represent not only a wide range of institutions but also a wide array of geographical areas.  This collaboration of contributors allows this set the international flavor and unbiased opinion of a small group of authors and editors.  

Arrangement and Entry

The encyclopedia is arranged in alphabetical order of entries by letter.  Entries are also given cross referencing using see and see also when appropriate.  Articles are signed by the author and the author/contributor list can be found in the preliminary pages of Volume 1.  Many entries also contain a bibliography at the conclusion of the article.

Index 

Contained in a separate volume the index is arranged alphabetically letter by letter.

Format

The set also includes 3 volumes separate from the A-Z article entries.  The set contains a Biographical Supplement, a volume devoted to Quotations, and a separate Index.

Cost

2nd edition, 9volumes $1,080.00.

McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of Science and Technology

McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of Science and Technology.  8th edition. 20 volumes.  New York: McGraw-Hill, 1997.

General Information

Published by McGray- Hill Company in 1997.  This set is considered an international reference work in twenty volumes including an index.

Scope

Containing 7100 entries of which 1600 are new or totally revised from the previous edition this is a subject specific encyclopedia set.  The set contains 13,000 illustrations of which 1,750 are entirely new to this edition enhance the text and include technical drawings, maps, charts, and graphs as well as photographs.  

Emphasis

 Intended for those involved in scientific and technical research and applications or those who someday hope to be or even those that are just curious about the subject matter will find the articles understandable and authoritative.

Authority

The articles present the knowledge and thinking of roughly 3500 distinguished scientists and engineers-leaders in their fields-professors, researchers, physicians, and engineers from around the world.  Nineteen of these contributors are Nobel laureates.

Writing Style

The language is clear and the level of the writing is consistent with the complexity of the subject matter.  Units of measure are expressed using dual systems, U.S. Customary System and the International System.

Recency

The evaluated set was copy written in 1997, it is the 8th edition of the Encyclopedia of Science and Technology.

Viewpoint and Objectivity

Through the inclusion of authoritative and highly qualified and respected contributors, articles of controversy provide a well balanced viewpoint.  Those such articles also have bibliographies and cross references at the conclusion of the entry.

Arrangement and Entry

Alphabetization of article titles is by word with a comma providing a stop in occasional inverted article titles.  Each article begins with a definition of the subject followed by sufficient background material to give the reader the understanding and ability to move into the more detailed text of the article.  The contributor's full name appears at the end of the article section or an entire article.  Volume 20 contains the listing of all contributors and the corresponding university, laboratory, business or other organization to which the contributor belongs.

Index

A separate analytical and topical index (vol 20) is part of this set.  

Format

Volume 20 of this set includes a Study Guide provides highly structured outlines of six major scientific disciplines and related groups of Encyclopedia articles to each outline heading.  Also in this volume is a section entitled “Scientific Notation”, which clarifies the usage of symbols, abbreviations, and nomenclature.

Cost

9th edition, 20 volumes $2,495.  Online e-version of the encyclopedia, Access Science price is based on an institution's FTE starting at $595 for a single user per year.

Britannica

Britannica.com

General Information

Britannica Online School Edition began in 2002 is a comprehensive reference and education service specially designed for elementary and secondary schools.  Major updates occurred in 2004 and 2005.  

Scope

In 1994 Encyclopaedia Britannica Inc. developed Britannica Online as the first encyclopedia for the Internet which encompasses the entire text of the Encyclopaedia Britannica available online for users.

Emphasis

Britannica.com is a search and directory site featuring Encyclopaedia Britannica, the Web's best sites, news, magazines and more.  Premium service provides exclusive access to the 32 volume Encyclopaedia Britannica as well as access to research tools, thousands of articles form respected magazines and journals, in addition to multimedia. The website environment is advertising-free.

Authority

Published by Encyclopaedia Britannica Inc.  founded in 1768, the Editorial Board of Advisors includes Nobel laureates, Pulitzer Prize winners, leading scholars, writers, artists, public servants, and activists. 

Writing Style

Written in a clear and concise vocabulary as well as layout on the web page, users will find Britannica.com very friendly and accessible with information just a click away.

Recency

The Editorial Board of Advisors at E.B. Inc. have the challenge of finding a way to take all human knowledge and organize, summarize, and publish it in a form that is relevant to today's modern age.  The board meets regularly to share ideas, debate ideas so the resulting encyclopedia can be the best there is.

Viewpoint and Objectivity

With a wide array of advisors, contributors and editors representing all areas of human experience and world geography, the articles and entries found within the Britannica.com website are treated fairly and objectively.

Arrangement and Entry

Many of the articles I searched for were Online Premium articles and without a membership I was denied full access.  However searching is intuitive with “did you mean” features and narrowing of the main search topic if necessary.  Once a topic is found, options are give to the user for more information both on Britannica.com as well as outside sources.

Format

Britannica.com offers many features including: Britannica on Google, Britannica Mobile, Britannica on YouTube as well as adding widgets, RSS feeds to your computer.  For subscription Britannica offers many options including:  Britannica Online Premium, Britannica Online Student Edition, Britannica Online Premium with Merriam Webster Online, Britannica Online Premium with Student Edition, Britannica Online Test Prep.

Cost

Varies by services and subscriptions.  Basic searching is free but very limited.

World Book Encyclopedia 

World Book Encyclopedia.  22 volumes.  Chicago: World Book, 1999.

General Information

Published by World Book Inc., a Scott Foresman Company based in Chicago, Illinois.  World Book Inc has been in business over 90 years providing “accuracy, objectivity and reliability in research materials for both children and adults”.  World Book Inc. is an industry leader in production of award- winning encyclopedias, reference sources and digital products.

Scope

The audience for World Book is primarily school age children therefore the writers and editors with World Book Inc. have long ago established the Classroom Research Project which for 40 years have tracked 250 classrooms and school libraries across the United States and Canada.  Schools in India and Australia were also included in the project to provide a more global perspective.

Emphasis

World Book Encyclopedia is intended for use by children as well as adults in homes and schools.

Authority

World Book Encyclopedia is authored and edited by over 3,700 scholars and other internationally recognized experts as contributors, authenticators, reviewers, and consultants.  

Writing Style

World Book uses a “living word” check of readability, which is based upon the percentages of words students at a given grade level know the meaning of.  Also, World Book articles are written using a five basic elements approach.  1.  Tell a complete story, 2.  Use of visual aids, 3.  Related articles and readings are listed for further reading, 4.  Use of an outline gives readers an overall view of the article, 5.  Questions are listed at the end of major articles to reinforce understanding.

Recency

Published yearly, the set I evaluated has a copyright of 2002.  World Book boasts a revision rate of ¼ of the entire content each year.  The adjustments cover; topics, vocabulary, grade level, interest level, writing style, maps, photographs, charts and graphs.

Viewpoint and Objectivity

Employing the skills of internationally recognized experts lends itself to providing objective writing of sensitive topics.  

Arrangement and Entry

Articles are arranged by subject in alphabetical order letter by letter.  Related articles are listed at the end of the article as a see also.  Outlines and questions are included in major subjects to reinforce understanding and aid the user in their search for factual information within the article.

Index

A separate index makes up the encyclopedia set.  The index is arranged in alphabetical order by letter.

Format

Printed set includes an separate index.  The 2002 World Book Encyclopedia also included a 2000 census volume.   

Cost

$949 for printed 2009 - 22 volume set or $799 for online subscription.

New Encyclopaedia Britannica

New Encyclopaedia Britannica. 15th ed. 30 vols. Chicago: Encyclopaedia Britannica Inc., 1976. http://www.eb.com:180/

General Information

Published by Encyclopedia Britannica Inc., the first 3 volume set was completed in 1771. Encyclopaedia Britannica first came to the United States in a pirated edition printed in Philadelphia in 1790.  In 1994 the company developed Britannica Online the first encyclopedia for the Internet.

Scope

Articles are presented in a concise fashion.  The brief articles are presented to provide quick information.  Longer more detailed articles cannot be found in this encyclopedia set.

Emphasis

Intended for use by academics as well as researchers.  The language and design of the encyclopaedia is scholarly. 

Authority

Articles are not signed by authors yet the entirety of the collection is a collaborative effort of the faculties of the University of Chicago; a committee of persons holding academic appointments at the universities of Oxford, Cambridge, London, and Edinburgh; a committee at the University of Toronto; and committees drawn from members of the faculties of the University of Tokyo and the Australian National University.

Writing Style

Since this encyclopedia set is designed and intended for use by academics and scholars the writing style as well as vocabulary used within the articles is advanced.  This set is not intended for those with limited vocabulary skills.

Recency

The evaluated set was published in 1976 and is the 15th edition.  

Viewpoint and Objectivity

With such a diverse group of international editors the articles within the set provide a wide array of topics not solely based on one culture or geographical area.

Arrangement and Entry

Entries are alphabetized as if they were one word, up to the comma, regardless of the number of words in the title.  Cross referencing appears often and always refers to other entries in the Ready Reference and Index in alphabetical order.  Ready Reference and Index is Volumes I-X of the set.

Index

There is a separate Index volume that give page(s) in the Macropaedia (Volumes 1-19) on which a subject or aspect of the subject may be found in longer articles.

Format

The international flavor of this set is of significance as well as the language and vocabulary used within the articles.

Cost

Current 32 volume edition, $1,149.00.

Subject Encyclopedias: User Guide, Review Citations, and Keyword Index

Mirwis, Allan. Subject Encyclopedias: User Guide, Review Citations, and Keyword Index. 2 vols. Phoenix, Ariz.: Oryx Press, 1999. 

General Information

Published by The Oryx Press in Phoenix, Arizona in 1999.

Scope

This index is intended to aid users in high schools, colleges and those adults outside of the academic arena.  The index is designed to make subject encyclopedias more accessible.

Emphasis

Geared toward users interested in finding specialized information that can be found in subject encyclopedias, this index aims to guide users in finding the appropriate reference materials through careful and considerate inclusion in this index.

Authority

Since this is an index, entries found within this title are accurate according to the publisher of the encyclopedia.  Entries are included from among 1, 129 subject encyclopedias published between 1990 and 1997.  Part II of this index is a keyword index to articles titles for 98 of the subject encyclopedias in Part I (User's Guide).

Writing Style

Entries are arranged by partial Library of Congress classification number.  Each entry includes a bibliographic citation as well as citations to reviews and awards, a numerical review average, OCLC holdings, and a rating.  Title index, Library of Congress subject headings index, Dewey classification index, publisher index and rating index are also provided.

Recency

To qualify for inclusion in the index, an encyclopedia must meet the criteria of being new or revised edition published since 1990.

Viewpoint and Objectivity

Being an index, there is no author viewpoints to evaluate.  Inclusion of encyclopedia based on criteria maintains the authenticity of the work.

Arrangement and Entry

Entries are arranged by partial Library of Congress classification number.   There is a very helpful guide and illustration to aid users in understanding the multitude of information found for each entry.

Index

This printed reference is the index to subject encyclopedias.

Format

A printed two volume set providing those in positions to choose appropriate subject encyclopedias in a quick one stop method.

Cost

Two volume set, $187.95.

Collier's Encyclopedia

Collier's Encyclopedia. 24 vols. New York: Collier's, 1997. 

General Information

A general encyclopedia based in the United States, Collier's Encyclopedia was first published in 1950/'51 in 20 volumes.

Scope

The evaluated encyclopedia set consisting of 24 volumes has 23,000 entries and is self-described in the preface as “a scholarly, systematic, continuously revised summary of the knowledge that is most significant to mankind”.

Emphasis

Intended for use by scholars, students, and researchers.

Authority

Articles are written by the publisher's in house staff and contributions of over 4,500 academic specialists from Universities in the United States and Great Britain.

Writing Style

Articles are short and concise with some related articles grouped together and combined to created a longer entry.  

Recency

Not currently in print. 

Viewpoint and Objectivity

Although some articles are well covered some other articles are glossed over and don't provide the user with depth of coverage. 

Arrangement and Entry

The encyclopedia is arranged in alphabetical order of entries by letter.  Entries are also given cross referencing using see and see also when appropriate.   Many entries also have bibliographies that can be found in Vol. 24.

Index

A separate index is included in the set.  Bibliographies are published in vol. 24 not at the end of articles as other general encyclopedias.

Format

First published in 1950-51, it has since ceased publication.  Collier's electronic version was bought by Microsoft and incorporated into its Encarta electronic encyclopedia.

Cost

Not in print – 1997 version available at resale price.

Dictionaries


Acronyms, Initialisms, & Abbreviations Dictionary

Romaniuk, Bohdan (ed.).  Acronyms, Initialisms, & Abbreviations Dictionary.  3 vols. 37th ed. Detroit: Gale, 2007. 

Authority

Included in the preliminary pages is a list of selected sources from which entries are obtained and authenticated.

Format

Terms are arranged alphabetically by abbreviations (vol 1) and arranged alphabetically by meaning of the acronym, initialism, or abbreviation.

Scope

Over 11,500 new terms in subject areas of: Arts and Entertainment, Business, Computers, Government, Languages, Military, Natural Resources, Publishing, Science as well as the inclusion of terms covering International, National, Regional and State Associations, Car, Motorcycle, and Truck Models and Makes, Political Action Committees, Research Centers as well as Stock Exchange Symbols.

Accuracy

Codes are included in the entries to indicate to the user the source from which the information was obtained.  Terms are also obtained from miscellaneous newspapers and magazines are provided by outside contributors, or are discovered through independent research by the editorial staff.

Understandability

The use of acronyms and similar abbreviations is convenient and well suited to today's highly technical society.  Acronyms, Initialisms, and Abbreviations Dictionary (AIAD) serves the needs of businesspeople, student, government officials, researcher, and other interested citizens whose word requires a high degree of accuracy.

Comprehensiveness

Most entries are specifically identified with the United States.  However other entries can be attributed to British or Canadian origins.  Foreign terms can be located in the International edition of AIAD.

Currency

New editions of AIAD are prepared by adding thousands of previously unlisted terms and updating many entries from earlier editions.  Substantial editorial research is required to maintain the high level of authority AIAD has established for itself over the years.

Value-added features

Available for licensing.  The complete database is provided on disk or CD-ROM.

Cost

$1,075.00.

The Columbia Dictionary of Quotations

Andrews, Robert. The Columbia Dictionary of Quotations. New York: Columbia University Press, 1993. 

Authority

The quotations in this book were chosen because the matter, because they were spoken or written by people who matter.  Alongside the established sources of quotations, previously anthologized quotations are included by the book's author.

Format

Quotations included in this book are arrange by subject, with each subject arranged alphabetically letter by letter.  Following the subject heading, quotations are numbered and the author is cited with a note of where or when the quotation is recognized.

Scope

The author notes that the quotations found within the pages are those that current, relevant and from figures of importance one can still find the tried and true quotes from Shakespeare, Churchill, and from the bible.

Accuracy

The author makes note to acknowledge the assistance of a team of staffers who dedicated themselves to research of the contents of the book as well as to the authors' editor and publishing staff at Columbia University Press.

Understandability

Quotations are grouped by Subject with a Index of Sources in the back of the book to aid the user in easily locating the entry needed.  Some of the quotations included in the book are noted with a short background story to aid the understanding of the premise of the quote.

Comprehensiveness

Citing that quotations from under-acknowledged groups or individuals are included in this book including but not limited to minorities, homosexuals and lesbians, as well as a significant sample from non-English speaking nations. 

Currency

Published in 1993, quotations of the prior year from persons of interest are included in this book.

Value-added features

Cost

January 1993 edition, $32.25.

New Dictionary of American Slang

New Dictionary of American Slang. Edited by Robert L. Chapman. New York: Harper & Row, 1986. 

Authority

The Wentworth and Flexnor Dictionary of American Slang was “recycled” and it's material was retained, altered, or discarded according to polices of inclusion.  Also a corps of collectors was used to accumulate new material.  

Format

Printed and arranged in alphabetical order according to the terms included.  There is also cross referencing for entries. 

Scope

Aimed at providing the history of slang terminology as a science of language.  Intended for people who find slang terms in their readings or overhear them and need help with their meaning as well as those who just enjoy slang and are curious about it and where it came from.

Accuracy

Consulting and borrowing the core of Dictionary of American Slang (Wentworth and Flexner) entries were evaluated as to their relevance and currency in determining their inclusion in this edition.  In addition collectors were recruited to accumulate new materials.  

Understandability

Arranged in alphabetical order by term or word.  There is also a guide to the dictionary in the front section of the book to aid the user in understanding the particulars of the entries.

Comprehensiveness

The aim of this source was to create a dictionary of current general American slang however the edition also maintains entries that are helpful to readers in understanding of the derivation of current terms.

Currency

Updated and revised by a staff of compliers and editors.  Since slang shares boundaries with informal or colloquial terminology it is with that note the editor accepts the limitations of the dictionary created.

Cost

Pricing was obtained from Amazon.com with pricing for new books starting at $22.49.

Oxford English Dicitonary

Simpson, J.A. & Weiner, E.S.C.  Oxford English Dictionary.  2d ed. 20 vols. New York: Clarendon Press/Oxford University Press, 1989. 

Authority

In addition to the Advisory Council and Editorial Board and Delegates and senior management of the Oxford University Press, lexicographers, consultants, readers, library researchers and proof-readers combined to publish the second edition to the venerable Oxford English Dictionary.

Format

Printed in 20 volumes the Oxford English Dictionary contains nearly 2,400,000 quotations.  It compiled and edited the 12 volume first edition as well as the 4 volume Supplement to the Oxford English Dictionary.  This edition unlike previous is machine-readable and computerized thus lending itself to which future versions will be generated.

Scope

The aim of this dictionary is to present in alphabetical series the words that have formed the English vocabulary from the time of the earliest records down to the present day with all the relevant facts concerning their form, sense history, pronunciation, and etymology.

Accuracy

The dictionary not only contains standard language of literature and conversation but also the main technical vocabulary as well as a large measure of dialectal usage and slang.

Understandability

The entries are huge and the level of writing is scholarly.  Along with the definition there is also history and origination of the word.

Comprehensiveness

It's basis is a collection of several millions of excerpts from literature of every period.

Currency

Future editions of OED will be compiled through the use of computer technology, not used prior to this edition.

Value-added features

Preliminary pages include the history of the Oxford English Dictionary, an explanation of the Oxford English Dictionary project, as well as general explanations and conventions of the dictionary.

Cost

Second edition 20 volume set, $995.00.

The Random House Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary

The Random House Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary. 2d rev. ed. New York: Random House, 1998. 

Authority

Published by the venerable Random House publishers the 2nd edition is complemented with a staff of editors and lexicographers.

Format

The second edition features a new page layout as well as new typefaces.  Illustrations and maps are full column width.  There is also a new words section that includes over approximately 1,000 new entries and meanings not found in the main A-Z section.  

Scope

Expanding upon the first edition of the Random House Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, the second edition boasts over 50,000 new entries and 75,000 new definitions.  Sample sentences, Usage Notes, Synonym Studies, Synonym and Antonym Lists, illustrations , and locater maps have also increased in number. 

Accuracy

Etymologies of the First Edition and been expanded and revised in the light of research and through the work of consultants.  

Understandability

To aid the user all terms are entered in one single alphabetical listing, the most frequently used meanings at the beginning of the entry.  Preliminary pages are also of great aid to the user.

Comprehensiveness

The Random House Living Dictionary Project is a unique system that merges traditional lexicography with highly sophisticated computer technology.  A large database is available for on-line editing so dictionary entries can be corrected, updated or altered as needed.  With this project, new vocabulary can be added instantly.

Currency

Random House prides itself on it's reputation of recording newer words faster using the Living Dictionary Database as mentioned above.  Editors at Random House must constantly reevaluate the dictionary word list, sometimes taking out terms which are no longer common, current, or useful.  New terms represent the results of an explosion of scientific and technological advances.

Value-added features

Dictionary with CD-ROM also available priced at Random House Inc., $99.95.

Cost

Printed edition, $69.95. 

Webster’s Third New International Dictionary of the English Language, Unabridged

Webster’s Third New International Dictionary of the English Language, Unabridged. Springfield, Mass.: Merriam-Webster, 1961, 1986. 

Authority

Completely new work, redesigned, restyled and reset, Webster's Third New International Dictionary of the English Language cost G.&C. Merriam Company over $3,500,000 to publish.  Editors of this resource include a mathematician, a physicist, a chemist, a botanist, a biologist, a philosopher, a political scientist, a comparative religions, a classicist, a historian, and a librarian as well as philologists, linguists, etymologists, and phoneticians.  Besides this staff over 200 other scholars and specialists have served as outside consultants.

Format

Printed book is very large and cumbersome, yet comprehensive in coverage.

Scope

This edition includes over 6,160,000 citations of which 4,500,000 new examples of recorded usage from the previously printed version of 1,665,000 citations.  

Accuracy

The definitions in this edition are based chiefly on examples of usage collected since the publication of the preceding edition.  Members of the editorial staff began in 1936 a systematic reading of books, magazines, newspapers, pamphlets, catalogs, and learned journals.

Understandability

The terminology of many subjects contain words that can only be understood by those that have the background in those topics.  Many of the terms require the user to look up addition words if unfamiliar with the original defined term.

Comprehensiveness

Aiming to provide complete coverage of current vocabulary, it is understood that the expansion of scientific and technological vocabulary has changed and will continue to change the landscape of the dictionary.

Currency

Special updated Addenda Section including entries not contained in the main A-Z body of the work.

Value-added features

This edition features in its' preliminary pages a citation of editors and consultants, an explanatory chart and notes, divisions in boldface entry words, information regarding spelling, plurals, capitalization, italicization, pronunciation, punctuation, and abbreviations.

Cost

$129.00.

YourDictionary.com

YourDictionary.com. http://www.yourdictionary.com/ 

Authority

Features Webster's New World Dictionary definitions, Roget's Thesaurus in addition to access to  Webster's New World Finance and Investment, Webster's New World Hacker, Webster's New World Telecom and Webster's New World Law Dictionaries.

Format

Available online to users for free.

Scope

Access to the services of dictionary definitions, thesaurus, audio pronunciations, quotes, specialized dictionaries including Webster's New World Law Dictionary, as well as access to a language forum, word of the day feature, word games, and language articles.

Accuracy

Webster's New World College Dictionary is the exclusive and official dictionary of YourDictionary.com.  Webster's experienced and distinguished staff contribute to the accuracy of the dictionary entries on the website.

Understandability

The format of the web page allows users to easily search the site as well as dictionaries, thesauruses, language tools and articles.  There is a section on the main page with searching tips   for YourDictionary as well as a “guide word” type search area. 

Comprehensiveness

A language portal boasting more than 2,500 dictionaries and grammars in over 300 languages, dictionary, glossary, and reference articles.

Currency

Since the website is reliant upon Webster's array of dictionaries both general and specialized, any updates made must be made by the Webster's staff.  The same can be said of the thesaurus access to Roget's Thesaurus.

Value-added features

Word games on the site provide a fun way to improve vocabulary as well as a forum to connect with other language enthusiasts to discuss language, definition and grammar issues.

Cost

Free

Familiar Quotations

Beck, E.M. (ed.). Bartlett, John. Familiar Quotations. 14th ed. Boston: Little, Brown, 1968. 

Authority

The editor of this edition had a staff of consulting scholars who compiled well know classics from around the world as well as contributing to the elimination of “dead wood” or no longer relevant text.  Bartlett's boasts that ¼ of these consultants were under thirty years old to assist in the representation to the younger generation. 

Format

The index contained in this volume is the largest of all previous editions of Familiar Quotations.  

Scope

117,000 entries are included in this edition.  Quotations from Ancient Egyptian times through to the present.

Accuracy

Consultants are responsible for fact checking and proofing the actual wording of the quotations as well as citing quotations to the correct authors.  This edition is the first edition to have a single editor with a staff of consultants.  Previous editions were edited by a  single person or a brace of editors.  

Understandability

Quotations vary in understandability as each is written by it's own author.   The arrangement of the book is easily understood with several pages of guides for the user.  

Comprehensiveness

The coverage of chronology is unmistakable.  The preface of the edition includes the note of accuracy and author checking.  

Currency

Continuing editions with the current edition being the 17th, published in 2002.  Editors of Familiar Quotations are constantly fact checking as well as continuing the process of accuracy of citation.

Value-added features

Online searching of the 10th edition is available through Bartleby.com.  

Cost

The most current edition, the 17th is available from Little, Brown Co. UK for £35.00.


Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary

Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. 8th edition. Springfield, Mass.: Merriam-Webster, 1979. 
Authority

The editor in chief of this edition credits the trained staff of G. & C. Merriam Co. (Merriam-Webster) and it's collaborative effort put forth by that team to create an accurate and timely resource.  Merriam-Webster has been publishing dictionaries for more than 125 years.

Format

Printed with over 1500 pages, Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary includes much more than just A-Z vocabulary.  Sections include: Foreign Words and Phrases, Biographical Names, Geographical Names,Colleges and Universities, Signs and Symbols as well as a Handbook of Style and Index.  

Scope

Intended for wherever information about the English language is sought, schools, colleges, homes, etc.  Over 10,000,000 citations are included in this eighth edition.  There are over 900 pictorial illustrations.

Accuracy

Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary is updated annually and has been completely re-edited and revised every 10-12 years.  Merriam-Webster boasts the largest group of working lexicographers in North America.

Understandability

Very straightforward in its arrangement.  The collegiate dictionary has over 1300 pages of A-Z organized vocabulary.  The explanatory chart and notes are extremely helpful to the user.  

Comprehensiveness

Merriam-Webster's first published dictionary in 1848 put the company on the path to become the most trusted and respected dictionary publisher in North America.  Dictionary making for Merriam-Webster is an ongoing process and with that the company employs full time lexicographers to continue to enhance and revise the dictionary to stay relevant and modern.  The addition of the online dictionary services, Merriam-Webster has maintained their lead in the dictionary publishing arena. 

Currency

With over 125 years of publishing dictionaries, Merriam Webster takes their business of creating accurate and timely reference materials very seriously.  Most editions contain more than 10,000 new vocabulary.  

Value-added features

Merriam Webster offers online subscriptions to their vast resource on the web.  Also available as an application for the Iphone and Ipod touch. 

Cost

The currently available edition is $26.95 with a free one year online subscription and CD-ROM.  

Roget’s International Thesaurus

Roget’s International Thesaurus. 3rd ed. New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, Inc., 1962. 
Authority

Begun in 1805 for personal use, Peter Mark Roget founded the Roget's Thesaurus going through twenty-eight editions before his passing in1869.  The responsibility and revision of the thesaurus fell into the hands of his son, Dr. John Lewis Roget in 1879 and from1886 through to the present edition the Thomas Y. Crowell Company has taken upon the task of creating a relevant, accurate and useful resource.

Format

Words are grouped according to ideas rather than alphabetically like the dictionary.  

Scope

The 3rd edition includes 1,040 categories with over 45,000 new words have been included.  Text and Index pages have been redesigned for greater readability and efficiency.  More phrases and idiomatic expressions are now indexed in the 3rd edition.

Accuracy

Beginning with the Thomas Y. Crowell Company in1886 through to the latest edition published by Harper Collins each publisher has taken up the task of creating a relevant, accurate and useful resource that Peter Mark Roget began in 1805.

Understandability

Words and phrases are grouped by topic rather then alphabetically.  There is a synopsis of categories pages that lists out the groups of topics and which types of words would be found where.  For example Group Eight is Affection which will include the words; pride, esteem, concern etc.

Comprehensiveness

Revisions are continuous and preparation for a future edition began the moment this edition was completed. 

Currency

New words and idioms that the modern user would use have been added and words and phrases which have become obsolete since the previous edition have been removed.  A whole new scientific and technical vocabulary has been added to the 3rd edition.  The evaluated edition boasts 30% new material.

Cost

Hardcover 6th edition available from multiple sellers prices ranging from $15 to $125 for a collectors edition.  School Library binding available.

World Book Dictionary

World Book Dictionary. 2 vols. Chicago: World Book, 1997. 

Authority

Created with a lexicographer staff with over 40 years experience in making dictionaries.  Editing was carried out with the policies created by an international committee of distinguished scholars, linguists, and phoneticians.  Distinguished etymologists have served as consulting editors.  

Format

Printed 2 volume set.  Included in the set is a specialized section to aide users in developing and using language effectively.  

Scope

More than 225,000 entries and more than 3,000 illustrations are included in this 2 volume dictionary set.  Intended for use Grade 4 and up with a writing style that is clear and concise in keeping with World Book tradition.  

Accuracy

The World Book Dictionary concentrates on vocabulary of working use in the English language.   The dictionary is based on an extensive quotation file containing more than 3 million quotations collected by experienced readers over a period of 35 years.  These quotations are used to develop the 

Understandability

Definitions are arranged by frequency of use and the most common meaning is given first.  An example follows each definition to help clarify and reinforce the meanings of entries.  The print and layout is very easy to read.  

Comprehensiveness

Over 225,000 entries and 3,000 illustrations are included in the 2 volume set.  Designed for use by youngsters yet the comprehensiveness of the entries makes it suitable and useful for adults as well.

Value-added features

With a online subscription, users can search a variety of reference sources including World Book Dictionary in addition to, World Book Encyclopedia, World Book Discovery Encyclopedia, and World Book Atlas.  The print version has a 124 pages section entitled “Guide to Communications” which aids the user in punctuation and spelling tips, vocabulary lists and writing guidelines as well information of using different languages.

Cost

Two volume set is $89.00 for schools and libraries.  Online subscription price is $79.00
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