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Atlas of the World

Atlas of the World. 6th ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 1992.

Currency & accuracy

The reference maps in the main body of the atlas were prepared in accordance with the highest standards of international cartography to provide a accurate and detailed representation of the Earth according to the foreword by the publishers.
Authority
Oxford University Press Inc. began publishing in 1478.  The U.S. office opened in 1896 and by 1920 began to produce books on its own.  Oxford University Press USA is by far the largest American University Press and perhaps the most diverse.

Balanced coverage
The atlas covers the Earth continent by continent beginning with Europe, mapped north before south, in a clockwise sequence.  For each continent there is a physical relief and political map of the entire continent.  Then a series of larger scale maps with regions and where appropriate maps of densely populated areas.  A key map showing the sequence can be found on the end-papers of the atlas.

Legibility
Maps are drawn with north at the top regardless of orientation on the page.  On each map there are pages numbers for maps of adjacent areas along with the scale, the projection used, the degrees of latitude and longitude and the letters and figures used in the index for locating place names and geographical features.  Maps are highly organized and labeled.

Scale & projection
The scale for all city maps is 1:200 000.  World map scales vary.  Projection of World Maps is Hammer Equal Area while regional maps within the World Map section use a variety of projections including, Conical with two standard parallels projection; Lambert's Equivalent Azimuthal; Bi-Polar oblique Conical Orthomophic; Bonne; Alber's Equal Area with two standard parallels; Mollweide's Homolographic; Mercator; Zenithal Equidistant; and  Sanson-Flamsteed's Sinusoidal.  The guiding principal of the Atlas of the World has been to select projections that involve the least distortion of size and distance.  

Color & symbols
Colorful maps abound in the front section of the atlas.  World maps depicting a range of subjects including, health, population, agriculture, climate, are highly detailed and a key to color and symbology can be found on each specialized map.  A Map Symbol key is found before the beginning of the City Map section and World Map section.  Included in these keys are settlements, administration, communications, and physical features.  City maps depict urban and woodland/park areas with differing color while World Maps are depicted through topographical color scale.

Index
There are two indexes in the Atlas of the World, an Index to City Maps and Index to the world maps.  Each index includes a brief explanation of the entries found within its pages, along with a key to abbreviations. Each are arrange in alphabetical order by place followed by the country or region within which it is located.

Price

15th edition with a free wall map - $80

Historical Atlas of the United States

Historical Atlas of the United States. Washington, D. C.: National Geographic Society, 1988. 

Currency & accuracy

This edition published in the society's centennial year culminates a two year endeavor to record the historical developments of a nation.  Curators opened collections, graduate student s shared dissertations, scholars and other consultants were brought to advise and review the work as it was in process.  
Authority
Published by the venerable an d highly respected National Geographic Society, the Historical Atlas of the United States is a comprehensive atlas of U.S. History from a geographic perspective.  

Balanced coverage
The atlas features over 450 maps, 450 photographs, 80 graphs, and 140,000 words of text.  Also included in this edition are more than 100 historical maps seen as they never have been before thanks for the ever improving photographic, engraving, and printing processes available.  

Legibility
The Contents pages is highly organized to provide the user the utmost ease of use and understanding of the layout of the atlas.  Set up chronologically, the atlas provides thematic sections within a given time frame including, People; Boundaries; Economy; Networks; and Communities.  Following the main body is a bibliography that includes sources, credits and consultants.  

Scale & projection
Maps are not presented by scale or projection, rather they are presented by theme of information.  The one map included in the atlas depicting the entire United States of America used a scale of 1:7,920,000 and Albert's Conical Equal-Area projection.

Color & symbols
Since each map in the atlas is subject specific so too are the color and symbols.  Each map has a key code to the colors and symbols included.

Index
Illustration references are in bold type and text references are in lightface.  The Index is organized alphabetically by referenced items with place names and individuals intermixed.

Price

Published December 2004 - $40.00 

The Times Atlas of the World

The Times Atlas of the World. 9th ed. New York: Times Books, 1992. 

Currency & Accuracy

The Times acknowledges the assistance and reliance on “mapping” satellites in Geographic Information Systems (GIS).  The evaluated edition was completely produced by means of computer-cartography.  
Authority
The Times began its first major venture into the cartographic field in 1895. With so many years of expertise in the field of cartography, The Times Atlas of the World has become a standard and authoritative work of reference on place-names of the world.

Balanced coverage
A large portion of the foreword of the 9th edition of the Times Atlas of the World is dedicated to the authority and duties of the Times as publishers of a resource and not as an indicator of judgment of territorial disputes etc.  The Times also puts users on notice that it does not propagate the views of the government of the United Kingdom; the United States of America or any other nation.

Legibility
Maps are referred to as plates, there are 123 plates in the Times Atlas of the World.  The table of contents and other preliminary pages including a dedicated symbols and abbreviations page are very useful to the researcher.  The format of the preliminary pages as well as preceding plates are well designed, easy to read (large, bold print is used to highlight areas of interest), and user friendly.  The large size of the book and therefore pages are cumbersome to handle yet provide easy to read pages and details found within.

Scale & projection
While aiming for a standard range of scales for the maps in The Times Atlas of the World, the publishers have departed from this principle when a special scale best suits a particular area.  The longitude and latitudes in this atlas allow the positions of places to be defined to about 900m (1000 yards).  The Times' projection is based on Gall's projection for the parallels of latitude with the meridians being modified forms of those of the Sinusoidal projection.

Color & symbols
A clearly organized key to symbols and abbreviations containing symbols for boundaries, communications, lake types, landscape features, other features (ie. Rivers, Gorges, Mines, Active Volcanoes, etc), city inset maps with boundaries, main roads, bridges and more, along with a style of lettering key.  Map plates are topographical with varying colors representing heights and depths of bodies of water.

Index
The index-gazetteer covering 222 pages includes over 200,000 names, which The Times mentions in the foreword, are cross checked with the map to insure accuracy.  Those 200,000 names are up dated by computer.  Reference to longitude and latitude coordinates is maintained the The Times Atlas of the World.

Price

12th edition hardcover with slipcase -  £150

The Times Atlas of World History

The Times Atlas of World History. 4th ed. New York: Times Books, 1993. 

Currency & Accuracy
In the fifteen years since it's first publication, the Times Atlas of World History has undergone updating and re-examination of its contents.  Every map has been re-examined by expert consultants to ensure the highest standard of accuracy and many thousands of revisions and corrections have been made in order to incorporate the results of the most recent research.  Two entirely new spreads have been added to the atlas.

Authority
Published by Times Book, the Times Atlas of World History was first published in 1978.   Created by Barry Winkleman, the publishing director the The Times and Geoffrey Barraclough, Chichele Professor of Modern History at Oxford University.  They assembled a team of over 80 leading historians form around the world who wrote the texts along with a team of illustrators and designers to create over 500 maps.

Balanced coverage
The Times Atlas of World History aims to present a view of history that is world-wide in conception and presentation and which does justice, without prejudice or favor, to the achievements of all peoples, in all ages and all quarters of the globe.

Legibility
The information contained in this book is organized into seven sections including; Human Origins and Early Cultures; The First Civilizations; The Classical Civilizations of Eurasia; The World of Divided Regions; The World of the Emerging West; The Age of European Dominance; and The Age of Global Civilization.  The organization of these topics as well as 12 pages dedicated to world chronology provides the user a complete understanding of the layout and use of maps to convey information.

Scale & projection
Emphasis on different historical situations allow Times Books to employ a variety of different projections.  In some instances, elaborate relief maps are used while others are deliberately simplified in order to bring out the main historical facts.

Color & symbols
Being subject specific by nature, the maps found within the Times Atlas of World History use a variety of symbols and color keys.  Each map provides the user a key to the symbols and abbreviations found on any given map.

Index
The index does not include every name shown on the maps.  In general only those names are indexed which are of places, features, regions or countries where “something happens”.  There is also a key to the abbreviations found within entries to aid the user.  A glossary section has also been included as a point of reference.  

Price

Published in September 1993 – MSRP $95.00; new and used can be found for less.
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