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Directories
American Book Trade Directory, 2009-2010. 55th ed. Medford, N.J.: Information Today Inc., 2008.

Format 

The current edition, the 55th edition, with over 1,700 pages of entries with each entry contain information about store or company size, specialties, years in business, owner and key personnel, contact information (including e-mail addresses).  Entries are organized by state and city.

Scope

Covers over 20,000 booksellers, over 800 wholesalers and hundreds of book trade service providers and resources from across the United States and Canada.  

Comprehensiveness

With such an extensive collection of booksellers and those in the book trade the directory also includes notations of the businesses that also handle audio-cassettes, software, and other sidelines.  Also included is a Types-of-Stores Index as well as an Index to Wholesale Remainder Dealers, Paperback Distributors, Exporters, and Importers.

Currency

The current edition for 2009-2010 contains more than 500 new companies than the previous edition.  Previous entries included in this edition are also updated and verified.

Accuracy

Each business receives a copy of the previous edition's entry for updating; if the material was not returned, the data was verified as much as possible through research.  

American Library Directory 2004-2005 (57th ed.). (2004). Medford, NJ: Information Today.
Scope
The directory is a listing of public, academic, government, and special libraries in the United States and Canada. 

Comprehensiveness
Entries include the name and address of the library, names of key personnel, and information on the library’s holdings. Many listings also include information on: income, expenditures (including salaries), email, subject interests, special collections, automation, and publications. 

Currency
The directory is published annually. The edition I reviewed was from 2004/2005. 

Accuracy
Information within each library entry came either from the library itself or from public sources. Each library received a copy of the previous edition’s entry for updating. Libraries that the editors have learned about since the previous edition are sent questionnaires and are included if they return the form with sufficient information. 

Format
The directory comprises two printed volumes. 

Arrangement
Volume one contains listings of libraries in the United States, arranged geographically and alphabetized by state, then city, then library name. Volume two contains a similar listing for libraries in Canada. It also includes a variety of information such as: networks/consortia, library schools, library systems, libraries for the blind, libraries for the deaf, state public library agencies, state school library agencies, the interlibrary loan code for the United States, US Armed Forces libraries overseas, an alphabetical organization index, and an alphabetical personnel index. 

Associations on the Net. http://www.ipl.org/div/aon/
Scope

This online directory through the Internet Public Library is a guide to web sites of prominent organizations and associations on the Internet.

Comprehensiveness

Entries of prominent organizations and associations on the Internet are divided into subject, or field, subsections, for easier access.  They are divided alphabetically and are: arts & humanities; business & economics; computers & Internet; education; entertainment & leisure; health & medical sciences; law, government & political sciences; reference; regional & country information; science & technology; and social sciences.

Currency

This directory is generally up-to-date, as it is maintained by a consortium of college and university library science programs.

Accuracy

To ensure that this directory is accurate, web sites are verified and checked before addition.

Format


This directory is available for free online.

D&B Million Dollar Directory (Vol. 1-5). (2009). Center Valley, PA: Dun & Bradstreet.

Scope
According to the directory, it contains “the top 160,000 public and private business listings within the U.S., Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands [and] contains an alphabetical listing of company names and addresses, lines of business, officers and directors, and other marketing data.”

Comprehensiveness
According to the directory, “facts were obtained from the D&B database, telephone interviews, and annual reports.” 

Currency
The directory is published annually. Listed company information may be updated through the website, www.dnb.com, or by contacting the publisher through other means. 

Accuracy
D&B submits page proofs of proposed listings to officials for approval or correction before printing. 

Format
The 2009 edition of the directory comprises five hardcover printed volumes. Also available is the online Million Dollar Database. 

Arrangement
The first three volumes are dedicated to alphabetical listings by name of companies. The fourth volume contains a cross-reference geographical index that arranges entries alphabetically by state, then city, then company name. The fifth volume contains a cross-reference subject index that arranges entries numerically by Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) code number and then alphabetically by company name. 

Encyclopedia of Associations: National Organizations of the U.S. 44th ed. 3 vols. Detroit: Gale, 2007. 

Format 

Published in three volumes, The Encyclopedia of Associations:National Organizations of the U.S. (EA) is a guide to more than 23,000 nonprofit American membership organizations of national scope.  Entries in EA are arranged into 18 subject sections, as outlined in the Contents page.  Within each section, organizations are arranged in alphabetical order, with numeric lists appearing first.

Scope

The organizations described in EA fall into seven general categories; National, nonprofit membership associations; International associations; Local and regional associations; Non membership organizations; For-profit associations; Defunct associations; Untraceable associations.

Comprehensiveness

The Encyclopedia of Associations is a guide to more than 23,000 national and international organizations including: trade, business, and commercial; environmental and agricultural; legal, governmental, public administration, and military; engineering, technological, and natural and social sciences to name a few.

Currency

Updating and verifying existing entries along with the identification of new or previously unlisted organizations requires an intensive effort by the editorial staff.  Direct contact by correspondence and telephone is made with non-responding groups.

Accuracy

The editors of this resource depend on the associations and organizations listed within the book to comply with a written invitation to verify and check the accuracy of their listings.  Without the contribution of the listing organizations the book would not be as comprehensive as it has been for over 40 years.

Jacobs, D. G. (ed.). The Foundation Directory. (2008). (30th ed.). The Foundation Center.

Scope
The Foundation Directory “contains information on the 10,000 largest grant-making foundations in the U.S.”  And “is the definitive annual reference source for information about private and community grant-making foundations in the U.S.”

Comprehensiveness
Includes the following types of foundations: Independent, Co-sponsored, Community, Grant-making.  However, “Foundation Directory does not include organizations whose giving is restricted to one or more specified organizations…or organizations that make general appeals to the public for funds.”  But those foundations are included in the appendix.

Currency
Accessible up-to-date and online at http://fconline.foundationcenter.org/

Accuracy
A definitive guide, and is “used by fund-seekers, foundation and government officials, scholars, journalists…”

Format
Alphabetically by State, then by foundation.  Includes address, donor, type, other data, etc.

Literary Market Place, 2000. 2 vols. Medford, N.J.: Information Today, Inc., 2008. http://www.literarymarketplace.com/ 

Scope

Literary Market Place is a director of the American and Canadian book publishing industry.  The database is produced and maintained by Information Today.  For global publishing information, refer to International Literary Market Place.

Comprehensiveness

This directory provides listings of more than 30,000 companies, books, periodicals, awards, and events.  Listings in this directory include publishers, literary agents, distributors and sales representatives, wholesalers, translators and interpreters, and many more services and supplies information that pertain to publishing.

Currency


The print volume is updated annually.  The online directory is updated 

Accuracy

If any information is found to be inaccurate, Literary Market Place has added a corrections link to every entry.  Once corrections have been submitted, editors verify the information and make appropriate corrections to the directory.

Format


This directory is available in print and with a subscription electronically online.

PhoneDisc 

Format 

On 3 CD-ROMs, PhoneDisc contains most of the telephone numbers in the United States.  Three CD-ROMs include: Eastern Residential; Western Residential; and U.S. Business. 

Scope

The three CD-ROMs contain close to 80 million telephone numbers, boasting 80-90% coverage of listed households in the United States.

Comprehensiveness

The residential CD-ROMs are indexed by name with searching limits by street, city, zip code, state or phone number.  The business CD-ROM contains four indexes; business name, business type, address, and phone number.

Currency

Not available currently.  The Internet seemingly has made this product obsolete.

Accuracy

Data obtained and used on PhoneDisc is obtained by using listed numbers of residential households as well as listings of businesses across the country.

Standard & Poor's Register of corporations, directors and executives (Vols. 1 & 2). (2006). Charlottesville, VA: McGraw-Hill Co.

Scope
According to the preliminary material, it includes, “profiles of over 75,000 corporations, the names and titles of 350,000 executives and 70,000 biographical sketches of top-level managers.”

Comprehensiveness
To judge comprehensiveness, I looked up a large pharmaceutical-products corporation that I know about. Despite the fact that it has three locations (California, Maryland and a manufacturing plant in Mexico), has been in business since 1990, and is worth billions of dollars, it was not included in the Register. While the Register includes hundreds of thousands of entries covering corporations and executives in North America and internationally, it is apparently not complete. 

Currency
The edition I looked at was compiled for the year 2006. According to the Register, it is updated yearly. 

Accuracy
Detailed information about executives is conducted on an opt-in basis and provided by the executives themselves, so it is likely to be very accurate. Also, subscribers to the Register will receive “interim supplements which contain details of changes which have occurred since publication of the annual volume.”

Format
The Register comprises two hefty printed volumes; the first covers corporation listings and the second profiles directors and executives.

Arrangement
Corporations are arranged alphabetically by corporation name and include: address, contact information, names, titles and functions of key executives, NAICS codes, stock exchange information, description of products/services, sales numbers, and subsidiary listings. Executives in volume two are listed alphabetically by last name and include principal business affiliations and business addresses as well as personal information when provided by the individuals. 

Thomas Register of American Manufacturers. 90th ed. 33 vols. New York: Thomas Publishing, 2000. http://www.thomasregister.com/ 

Format 

Published in an over sized 33 volumes, the Thomas Register of American Manufacturers is arranged with Volumes 1-24 containing information regarding products and services available, Volumes 25, 26 &27 contain information about a company and how to contact them, Volumes 28-33 give users expanded product information such as specifications, drawings, photos, availability and performance data. Entries in each section are listed alphabetically based on the “modified noun” system or by company name in the latter volumes.

Scope

The entire resource set will give users information on over 62, 500 products and services; over 156,000 contact information for U.S. Companies, and over 10,000 pages of catalog data for more than 2,000 companies.

Comprehensiveness

With such a large scope of manufactures and products, the 33 volume set is well organized.  With each volume laying out the system for information and to which volume one should look to for specific information.

Currency

Companies provide Thomas Register with a complete profile of their business including subsidiaries and division of product lines.

Accuracy

Reliance upon the companies listed within this vast resource, editors conduct surveys and verify information with non-responsive companies.

The World of Learning. 56th ed. London: Routledge, 2005.

 Scope

This institutional directory provides information about academic institutions of higher learning throughout the world.  This reference resource is published by Routledge in the United Kingdom.

Comprehensiveness

In addition to providing detailed information about international institutions of higher learning, there is also detailed information about international educational organizations. Entries include institution address and phone number, email address, fax number, URL, date of foundation, key personnel, and publications associated with the institution.

Currency


This directory is updated annually.

Accuracy


The information in this directory is generally accurate and easily verified.

Format


This directory is available in print and electronically online with subscription.

Arrangement 

This directory is arranged alphabetically, first by country.  Within each country heading, there are subject sub-headings that refer to field specializations studied at various universities in that country.  Finally, universities or institutions that provide training in those fields are listed alphabetically.

AnyWho Directories http://www.anywho.com/ 

Format

Online service provided by AT&T Knowledge Ventures which allows users to find people, places, and businesses.

Scope

Through the use of white pages (derived from public records, publicly available records and commercial records and reported by Intellius); yellow pages (obtained from Yellowpages.com.

Comprehensiveness

Information on AnyWho includes all information available through Public Records, those being information maintained by government agencies and generally available such as property tile and lien documents, birth and death certificated, business records,  SEC filings and court records; Publicly Available Information that is online and offline that is not maintained by government agencies such as name, address and telephone numbers of individuals and businesses, professional licensing and trade organization information, press releases and newspaper artcles; and Commercial Records consisting of records maintained by enterprises that are available for purchase, IE. mailing and telemarketing lists.

Currency

Business listings obtained from Yellowpages.com are updated regularly.  The database containing other information is updated weekly.

Accuracy

AnyWho uses directory information that comes from a third-party source, Intelius Inc.

Individual directory evaluations performed by Susan Brown:
Annual Register of Grant Support. 34th ed. New Providence, N.J.: R.R. Bowker, 2001. 

Format 

Arrangement of the 34th printed edition is by subject of the grant.  Subjects include: Multiple Special Purpose, Humanities, International Affairs and Area Studies, Special Populations, Urban and Regional Affairs, Education, Sciences(multiple disciplines), Social Sciences, Physical Sciences, Life Sciences, and Technology and Industry.  Each entry includes the details of the type, purpose, and duration of the grant; amount of funding available for each award and the entire program ; eligibility requirements; geographic restrictions; number of applicants and recipients for most recent year available; application instructions and deadline; personnel of funding organization and it's address; founding date, and telephone and fax number; email addresses and website address; data concerning the organization's areas of interest, cooperative funding programs, and consulting or volunteer services; publications available; IRS tax ID number and other pertinent information and special stipulations. 

Scope

Contains details of 3,408 grant support programs of government agencies, public and private foundations, corporations, community trusts, unions, education and professional associations, and special interest organizations.  

Comprehensiveness

Also included are the forms of financial aid; study grants and fellowships aimed principally  at the graduate and postgraduate levels; grants for construction, facilities, or project costs for education, medical research, health care, civic improvement, etc.; and programs donating consulting services in lieu of a direct monetary grant.

Currency

R.R. Bowker currently uses continuous data collection and updated information can be submitted to the company via the Internet.  

Accuracy

Editors verify the data with the organization to ensure the accuracy of any updates.

Hoover's Online. http://www.hoovers.com/
 Format

Available online Hoover's is a D&B Company that provides comprehensive insight and analysis about the companies, industries and people that drive the economy.  In addition to this information Hoover's provides tools to find and connect to people to get business done.

Scope

Offering data subscriptions, online subscriptions, books and company reports, Hoover's strives to meet the demands of those looking for up-to-date business information.  The information is proprietary through the Internet, data feeds, wireless devices, and co-branding agreements with other online services.

Comprehensiveness

Hoover's Online features a database of information on more than25 million corporations and organizations.  Offering free and for-pay content, Hoover's direct objective is selling subscriptions to marketing, sales, and business development professionals.

Currency

Since the content of Hoover's Online is gathered from research on the Internet as well as financial and company reports, information is as current as the reporting of the company with it's employees, shareholders, executive boards.

Accuracy

Hoover's supplements secondary sources with primary research conducted by an in-house editorial team.

Peterson's. http://www.petersons.com/ 

Format

Peterson's is a search provider of colleges and universities, graduate schools, online degrees, private schools and study guides for students amongst other valuable services to students, families and schools nationwide.

Scope

Information for students, families and schools about colleges, universities, career schools, graduate programs, distance learning, executive training, private secondary schools, summer opportunities, study abroad, financial aid, test preparation, and career exploration.

Comprehensiveness

In addition to the core products for college search selection, test prep, and financial aid, Peterson's offers online services for essay editing and instruction as well as resume writing.   EssayEdge has a team of more than 250 editors to assist college, graduate, and professional school applicants with admission essays and personal statements.  Resume Edge services, offered by Peterson's provides instruction from Certified Professional Resume Writers.  Also of note is the financial database at Peterson's offers nearly $5 billion worth of scholarships.

Currency

Updated with the staff of Peterson's (Nelnet) verifying and procuring new information for the database along with the help of educational institutions and educational service companies.

Accuracy

Peterson's boasts over 40 years of experience in providing education content to parents, students, educators, college administrators.

Research Centers Directory. 22nd ed. 2 vols. Detroit: Gale, 1997. 

Format

Evaluated 22nd edition is published in two volumes.  Descriptive listings are arranged into 17 sections by subject; these subjects are grouped into five broad categories, as listed on the Contents page.  Within each section, entries are arrange alphabetically by sponsoring organization name and then by center name.  Volume 2 also contains four indexes; Master Index, Personal Name Index, Geographic Index, Subject Index.

Scope

Research Centers Directory (RSD) lists and describes nonprofit research institutes, centers, operating foundations, laboratories, bureaus, experiment stations, and other similar research facilities and activities.  In addition to their nonprofit status these organizations are formally identified by specific or distinctive names and they are established as separate entities for carrying on continuing research programs.  These programs cover all fields of endeavor including but not limited to: agriculture, environment and conservation, medicine and life sciences etc.

Comprehensiveness

Reporting over 13,775 listings of the efforts of North American nonprofit research organizations each edition brings changes to thousands of those entries as well as additions to the directory.  This 22nd edition included over 3,400 new web addresses.  Information is compiled and updated through direct contact with the research centers by telephone interviews and questionnaires filled out by center officials.   

Currency

To keep users abreast of constant changes taking place in organized research, a supplement entitled New Research Centers is available between editions of RCD to inform subscribers of recently established or newly discovered research centers in the U.S., Canada and internationally.

Accuracy

Data concerning the research activities included in RCD have been provided by officials of the listed research units.  

InfoSpace.com http://pic2.infospace.com/

 HYPERLINK "http://pic2.infospace.com/"
  now Superpages.com  

 HYPERLINK "http://www.superpages.com/"
http://www.superpages.com/
Format

InfoSpace.com brings the user to Superpages.com which has replaced InfoSpace.com.  Superpages is an online resource for finding information and insights on businesses and retailers.

Scope

Superpages.com offers searching for business information, residential (people search, public records search, reverse phone lookup), maps and directions and online shopping links

Comprehensiveness

Superpages.com is a service provider in assisting consumers in finding business information such as driving directions, hours of operation, web links, and customer reviews.  Along with search capabilities, Superpages.com can be added to your computer's toolbar and mobile phone.  Also of use to users is the SuperGuarantee, a service that gives users who choose a business with the SuperGuarentee shield the promise that the services will be done right or Superpages.com will make it right.  This is a free service.

Currency

Currency is dependent upon the quality of the search and collection process done by the staff at Superpages.com.  Also of note, Idearc, the parent company of Superpages.com has initiated Chapter 11 proceedings. 

Accuracy

Accuracy throughout Superpages.com is dependent on the verification and collection process done by its staff.

Individual directory evaluations performed by Christopher Cudworth:
Directory of Research Grants. (2005). Westport. CT: Oryx Press.

Scope
The directory “features listings of programs that offer non-repayable research funding for projects in medicine, physical and social sciences, the arts and humanities, education, community and economic development, and children and youth programs.”  Includes listings for “over 4,000 research funding programs.”

Comprehensiveness
“For over 3 decades the GRANTS database and its print complements have provided the research community with current, accurate information regarding funding for research-related programs and projects, scholarships, fellowships, conferences, and internships.”

Currency
Updated annually.  Also available on CD-ROM

Format
Grant program entries are listed alphabetically by name.  Includes a subject index, sponsoring organizations index, grants by program index, and geographical index.

Noce, J. E. (ed.). National Faculty Directory. (2001). (32nd ed.). Detroit: MSGi Direct.

Scope
The directory “is an alphabetical list, with addresses, of more than 730,000 members of teaching facilities at junior colleges, colleges, and universities in the U.S. and at selected Canadian institutions.”

Comprehensiveness/Authority
Listings include name, academic department, name of college, address, phone number.  “The database is verified and updated continuously throughout the calendar year through the use of class schedules, course catalogs, and staff and faculty directories supplied by individual colleges and universities.”

Currency
Continuously updated

Accuracy
“Some schools may have been omitted because the compilers did not receive current class schedules or academic catalogs in time.”

Format
“Alphabetical by faculty member last name and sub-arranged alphabetically by first name and middle initial.”

Publisher’s Directory. (2002-). http://www.gale.cengage.com/
Scope
The directory covers “approximately 30,000 U.S. and Canadian

publishers, distributors and wholesalers.”  Includes “detailed entries feature full contact

information, including name, address, phone, fax, Web site URL, and e-mail.”

Comprehensiveness
“Organizations profiled in Publishers Directory represent a broad spectrum of interests, including major publishing companies; small presses (in the traditional, literary sense); groups promoting special interests from ethnic heritage to alternative medical treatments; museums and societies in the arts, science, technology, history and genealogy; divisions within universities that issue special publications in such fields as business, literature and climate studies; religious institutions; corporations that produce important publications related to their areas of specialization; government agencies; and electronic and database publishers.”

Currency
Continuously updated

Format
Searchable using Boolean logic, also cross-searchable.

Research Centers and Services Directories. http://www.gale.cengage.com/
Scope
“The Research Centers and Services Directory is a comprehensive source of detailed information on over 27,500 organizations conducting research worldwide.”

Comprehensiveness/Currency
The directory “corresponds to the print Research Centers Directory family of publications.”  “Research units in nearly every field of research activity are described.”  The directory is available continuously updated online and annually on CD-ROM.

Format
Searchable using Boolean logic

Ash & Miller. (eds.). Subject Collections. (1993). (7th ed.). New Providence, NJ: 


R. R. Bowker
Scope
The collection “is a guide to special book collections and subject emphasis as reported by university, college, public, and special librarians and museums in the U.S. and Canada.”

Comprehensiveness
The editors sent questionnaires to libraries and collections.  “Generally college and university archives have not been included in this edition.”

Currency
7 editions from 1958-1993.  May not have been further updated.

Accuracy
For the 1993 edition, one quarter of libraries did not revise or return questionnaires, and therefore much of the 6th edition was used in place.

Format
Alphabetized LOC subject headings, then alphabetical by state, city, and name of library.

Yearbook of International Organizations Online. http://www.uia.be/node/52
Scope
“The online database includes…profiles of 25,000 dormant or inactive organizations.”

Currency
“The Yearbook Online is updated continually and therefore contains the most recent information - the book and CD-ROM editions are only published once a year.”

Format
Searchable using Boolean logic; links to other databases; updated information.  Includes “statistical information and analyses.”
Individual directory evaluations performed by Hilary Gindi:

Directory of special libraries and information centers (24th ed.). (2008). Detroit: Gale Research Co.
Scope
According to the directory, it “furnishes detailed information on more than 34,500 international libraries and centers.”

Comprehensiveness
Directory entries include, “full contact information, name and title of person in charge, date founded, number of staff, subjects represented in the collection, special collections, holdings, subscriptions, services, OPAC availability, electronic resources, networks/consortia, publications, and special catalogs.”

Currency
This directory was published in 2008 and is also available as an online database.

Accuracy
The directory covers a range of topics, “from African American history and environmental design, to psychology and zoology.” 

Format
The directory comprises three printed volumes and its information is also available as part of Gale’s online directory library database and ready reference database.

Acqweb's Directory of Publishers and Vendors. (2004, August 18). In AcqWeb. http://www.acqweb.org/pubr.html
Scope
According to the site, it is an “international directory of publishers and vendors used by libraries,” and is “maintained for the benefit of the library community, in particular, acquisitions, collection development and serials librarians.”

Comprehensiveness
The online database offers an alphabetic directory to publishers and vendors by name (clicking on A, for example, takes you to a page that lists links to publishers and vendors whose names start with A) as well as a subject directory, geographic directory (which links to an off-site address) and email address directory. 

Currency
According to the website, the last update was on August 18th, 2004, so the available information is about five years old. 

Accuracy
The directory’s links are so out of date that very few of them still work. 

Format
Acqweb’s Directory of Publishers and Vendors is an online directory that comprises a nested list of links on a static website.

Switchboard.com. (2009). http://www.switchboard.com/
Scope
Switchboard acts as an online telephone directory for both residential and business addresses within the United States.

Comprehensiveness
White pages offer a look-up service by name and location as well as a reverse telephone look-up service. There is also a fee-based public records search. Yellow pages offers a business search by name and location as well as other search options: distance, category, location and name. 

Currency
Switchboard is current as of 2009, but there is no specific information about how often its information is updated. 

Accuracy
Accurate information is culled from public records. Users may opt-out of residential listings and non-published listings are not included. Some information is fee-based. 

Format
Switchboard is an online directory. 

Individual directory evaluations performed by Nicole Miller:

Telephone Directories on the Web. http://www.infobel.com/en/world/
 
Scope

This is a free online telephone directory that provides telephone information about anyone anywhere in the world.  It is created and maintained by the Kapitol company.

Comprehensiveness

This database contains a business directory, a web site directory, white pages, and yellow pages for anywhere in the world.  Some countries also have software directories available.  Users are also available to perform reverse searches on phone numbers.  

Currency


The information in this database is generally current.

Accuracy

This database asks for verification that the information that they provide is accurate.  

Format


This directory is available for free online.

American School Directory. http://asd.com/asd/asdhome.htm
Scope

This online institutional directory provides information about over 105,000 K-12 schools across the United States. It is produced and maintained by ASD Data Services.

Comprehensiveness

This directory provides school contact information, school address and URL, school district, grades, number of enrolled students, etc.  This database is searchable by school name, city, county, or zip code.

Currency


This directory is updated weekly during the school year.

Accuracy

In order to ensure that the information is as current and accurate as possible, ASD contacts schools directly to verify information. 

Format


This directory is available with subscription online.

D&B Companies Online. http://dnb.powerprofiles.com/
Scope

D&B is a business directory that collects credit information about over 26 million American businesses and stores the profiles in their extensive database.  The emphasis of this business directory is financial information.  It is produced and maintained by Dun and Bradstreet.

Comprehensiveness

This directory provides a complete business profile, including payment trends, judgments, suits and liens, bankruptcies, PAYDEX score, and more.  This directory can be searched by business name, phone number, location, keyword, or by category. 

Currency

This directory updates information on a regular basis.  They encourage member businesses to update their profiles 1-2 times yearly.

Accuracy


The directory uses the information provided by businesses themselves.

Format

This database is available with a subscription online.

Foundations On-line. http://www.foundations.org/ 

Scope

This is a free online institutional directory that provides direct links to various foundations and grant makers from the northern California community.

Comprehensiveness

This directory provides links to corporate and private foundations, community foundations, and grant providers from around the country, with a focus on the California-based foundations.

Currency

This website directory was last updated sometime before September 2008.  Information about foundations is gathered by an announcement that they would like reciprocal links to any foundation that happens upon their page.  Additionally, there are dead links to some of the foundations listed in this directory.

Accuracy

The foundations that are linked to this website are legitimate organizations that strive to better the human condition in some fashion.

Format

This directory is available for free online.

Biographical Resources

Individual evaluations performed by Susan Brown:

American National Biography. 24 vols. New York: Oxford University Press, 1999.
Ease of Use (& length of entry-key to abbreviations) 

Entries are organized in alphabetical order according to headword, which usually consists of a surname and given names.  The format of the entries follows chronological order that follows a person's life through significant events from birth to death.  Each entry has a word count of 750-7,500 words.  The final volume is an index to the entire set.
Accuracy of Information

Each entry is selected by a team of close to 200 associate editors.  Each essay is then reviewed by the associate editor who made the assignment and then by the staff at American National Biography at Columbia University.  After approval the essay is fact checked by the ANB staff of Oxford University Press.  The Oxford staff also supervised the copy editing of manuscripts to ensure uniformity of style and format.
Comprehensiveness

With over 6,100 authors and 17,500 biographies, the ANB reflects the national breadth of judgment and opinion.  All potential subjects were placed in categories, mostly occupational nearing 30,000 people from all walks of life were considered.  The selection process was done by nearly 200 associate editors.
Pictures

There are no pictures or illustrations.
Bibliographies (& documentation-sources of data contained)

The conclusion of the entries includes a brief bibliography compiled by the author of the entry.
Authority

Biographers were chosen based upon the knowledge and experience they possessed within the scope of the person they were selected to highlight for ANB. 
Selection

To create the database from which ANB subjects were selected, scores of reference words were examined.  Also included were the subjects of books, dissertations, and essays of a biographical character that have appeared in recent decades.  The directors of every state historical society were asked for suggestions, as were the presidents of all the nation's scholarly societies.  In addition, individual scholars nominated thousands of possible subjects of entries.
Audience 

American National Biography is intended for researchers, scholars, and to the interests of the general users.
Currency (& frequency of updating)

All entries in the evaluated edition must have died prior to 1996.  

Biography and Genealogy Master Index. 1996-2000 Cumulation. 4 volumes Detroit: Gale,  Annual.

Ease of Use (& length of entry-key to abbreviations)

The User's Guide and Bibliographic Key to Source Codes can be found in the preliminary pages and are very helpful in deciphering the entries.  Entries are arranged alphabetically by a persons surname.
Accuracy of Information
Sources indexed in BGMI are of several types; biographical dictionaries and who's who; subject encyclopedias; volumes of literary criticism; and indexes.  Sources cover both living and deceased persons from every field of activity and every country of the world.  Typical sources selected for indexing are current, readily available, standard reference works.
Comprehensiveness
A consolidated index to more than 2,870,000 biographical sketches in 416 current and retrospective biographical dictionaries. The edition evaluated is the fourth 5 year cumulation of updates to the base set published in 1980-1981.  This cumulation makes available in one alphabet all the material indexed in BGMI 1996-BGMI 2000.  

Pictures
There are no pictures or illustrations found within BGMI 1996-2000.

Bibliographies (& documentation-sources of data contained)
Each entry is followed by the codes for the books indexed.  If the source provides a portrait of photography of the person that is indicated after the source code.  Complete bibliographic information of the words indexed in BGMI is found in the preliminary pages.

Authority
Gale is considered a database leader and BGMI is a highly reputable reference source for academic and public libraries.
Selection
The BGMI 1996-2000 Cumulation indexes general works, both current and retrospective: American National Biography; Biography Index; Current Biography Yearbook; Dictionary of Canadian Biography; Who's Who in America.  Also included are sources on special subject areas such as: Literature, Performing Arts, Religious Studies, and Women's Studies.
Audience 
Intended as a first stop for researchers, scholars, and others with interest.
Currency (& frequency of updating)
The database used to create BGMI and its updates is also available online, on GaleNet, Microfiche, and Magnetic Tape. Published supplements twice a year help keep this resource current.

Biography Index – September 2001-August 2002. New York: H. W. Wilson, 1946- . Quarterly, with annual cumulations.
Ease of Use (& length of entry-key to abbreviations)
Entries are arranged alphabetically by the subjects last name. In the preliminary pages there is a sample guide for users as well as a key to abbreviations, a key to periodical abbreviations, and a checklist of composite books analyzed.
Accuracy of Information
The index consists of three sections; Checklist of Composite Books Analyzed, which includes information about the collective biographies and works containing incidental biographical material that are indexed in the evaluated edition.  The second section is the main section of the index, with entries arranged alphabetically but the persons' surname.  The third section is an Index to Professions and Occupations, providing access to individuals by profession, occupation, trade, industry, or vocation.
Comprehensiveness
In addition to biographies and autobiographies used in indexing, other materials include, interviews, obituaries, collections of letters and diaries, memoirs, juvenile literature, book reviews, and bibliographies.
Pictures
There are no pictures or illustrations in the Biography Index.
Bibliographies (& documentation-sources of data contained)
There is a guide to the periodicals that are cited in the entries as well as a list of composite books that are also cited as resources within the entries.
Authority 
Published by the H.W. Wilson company, a highly respected producer of reference sources, Biography Index is consistently a leader in recommended resources for patrons.
Selection
Biography Index is a guide to biographical material appearing in periodicals indexed in other Wilson Company indexes, selected additional periodicals, current books of individual and collective biography, and incidental biographical material in otherwise non-biographical books.
Audience 

Intended to serve general and scholarly reference needs.
Currency (& frequency of updating)
Available yearly in print, Biography Index is also available as a subscription database which is updated daily.

Who's Who in America, 2006. 60th ed. 3 vols. New Providence, N. J.: Marquis Who's Who, 2005.
Ease of Use (& length of entry-key to abbreviations)
Entries are short and compact and full of abbreviations thus necessitating the use of the key to Information page found in the preliminary pages of Who's Who in America.  Also of use to the researcher is the Table of Abbreviations also found in the preliminary pages.

Accuracy of Information
Biographical information is gathered in a variety of manners.  In most cases, biographees are invited to send in their biographical details.  In many other instances the information is collected independently through research on behalf of the editorial staff using many tools to gather the most complete, accurate, and up-to date information.
Comprehensiveness
This edition features over 100,000 profiles of prominent individuals representing virtually every major field of endeavor.  This special 60th edition also includes the feature the Who's Who 60, the editor's choices of 60 extraordinary individuals covering every decade from the 1890's to the present.
Pictures
Pictures are found in the special feature section – Who's Who 60.
Bibliographies (& documentation-sources of data contained)
Sketches researched by Marquis Who's Who are followed by an asterisks.  Other entries are researched by the editorial staff of Who's Who in America.
Authority 
Final decisions concerning inclusion or exclusion are made following extensive discussion, evaluation, and deliberation.  
Selection
The individuals profiled in Who's Who in America are selected on the basis of current reference value.  Factors such as position, noteworthy accomplishments, visibility, and prominence in a field are all taken into account.  
Audience 
Who's Who in America is targeted to users interested in the backgrounds and accomplishments of persons of note in addition to the scholar and researcher.
Currency (& frequency of updating)
Published annually, Who's Who in America is researched both independently by the editorial staff as well as inviting those individuals selected to submit up-to-date biographical information themselves.  

Dictionary of National Biography. 22 vols. London: Smith, Elder, 1981-1985.with Supplements, 1912- .

Ease of Use (& length of entry-key to abbreviations)
Each entry is limited to 750-1,000 word article.  Written by people who knew the entrants.  Within the preliminary pages is a list of contributors and following the main body of the text is a cumulative index.
Accuracy of Information
Experts in many fields of study and interests were consulted in helping select the entrants to this supplement.
Comprehensiveness
Entrants are drawn from many walks of life which include actors, zoologists, politicians, athletes, writers, and scientists.
Pictures
There are no pictures or illustrations in The Dictionary of National Biography.
Bibliographies (& documentation-sources of data contained)
A short bibliography follows each entry with the full citation of references used or referred to in the article.
Authority 
It has been the practice of DNB editors to ask people who knew or worked with the entrants to write the articles as they have a perspective which others would lack.  
Selection
The 380 individuals profiled in the evaluated Supplement died between January 1, 1981 and December 31, 1985.  The individuals are mostly British subjects but also include some who were originally British and then took other nationalities and some who spent a significant part of their career in Britain but did not become subjects. 
Audience 
Intended for the researcher, scholar and those interested in a current list of noteworthy individuals who have passed in the selected supplement span.
Currency (& frequency of updating)
This is the first supplement to use a 5 year span instead of the traditional 10 year span.  This was necessitated by the need by users for more current editions as well as the development of new technology.  

Who Was Who in America: With World Notables. 1996-1998. 13 vols. and index. New Providence, N.J.: Marquis Who's Who, 1942-2000. Irregular.

Ease of Use (& length of entry-key to abbreviations)
Entries are short in length and contain a large number of abbreviations.  A Key to Abbreviations is included in the preliminary pages and is of extreme value to the user.  Entries are arranged in alphabetical order by individuals' last name.
Accuracy of Information
Sketches in each volume have been prepared not only from information supplied by the biographees themselves, but have been approved personally and frequently revised before being printed in a Marquis publication.  
Comprehensiveness
The Who Was Who in America books reflect the history and genealogical heritage of America.  
Pictures
There are no pictures or illustrations in Who Was Who in America.
Bibliographies (& documentation-sources of data contained)
Entries do not have bibliographies.
Authority 
Many of the sketches  have been scrutinized and revised by relatives or legal representatives of the deceased biographee.  In essence the Who Was Who in America book is autobiographical as the data contained within has been obtained from first hand sources.
Selection
Most of the sketches are of deceased biographees from Who's Who in America.  Also included are the sketches of deceased Marquis biographees whose careers were or regional or international significance and whose listings were in Marquis publications other than Who's Who in America.  Additionally, the evaluated volume includes sketches of some Marquis biographees who were born in 1896 or earlier and are believed to be deceased.
Audience 
Intended for use by researchers and scholars.
Currency (& frequency of updating)
Continuously updated and now published in fourteen volumes containing some 130,000 biographies.
Individual evaluations performed by Christopher Cudworth:

Marquis Who’s Who. (1993). New Providence, NJ: Marquis Who’s Who.

Ease of Use

This resource reads quickly and simply.  There is a very short page of abbreviations used.

Comprehensiveness
Includes the name entries to all the Who’s Who books.

Authority/Accuracy
This resource indexes all the Who’s Who books, so is as accurate as they are.

Section
An alphabetical listing of all the names in the Who’s Who books.

Audience
Everyone

Currency
There is a subscription database at www.marquiswhoswho.com which is constantly updated.

Merriam-Webster’s Biographical Dictionary. (1995). Springfield, MA: 


Merriam-Webster Inc.

Ease of Use
Alphabetical by name, and only 3 pages of explanatory notes.

Accuracy/Authority
Published by the reputable Merriam-Webster, but with no bibliographies.

Comprehensiveness
Over 30,000 entries and “coverage…of Asia, Africa…has been greatly increased.  However, “the treatment afforded American, Canadian, and British subjects tends to be fuller and more detailed.”

Audience
General people, and scholars needing preliminary biographical information.

Currency
Only updated as far as 1995.

LexisNexis Academic NEWS. 
http://academic.lexisnexis.com/online-services/academic-content-news.aspx
Ease of Use
Searchable online using Boolean logic.

Accuracy/Authority
Made by a well-known database producer, and “updated several times a day.”

Comprehensiveness
“Full-text of more than 350 newspapers from the U.S. and around the world, many same day of publication, plus the most extensive archives available anywhere of Financial Times (dating back to 1982), The New York Times (dating back to 1980) and The Washington Post (dating back to 1977)”

Selection
“LexisNexis Academic NEWS supplies a wide variety of authoritative sources.”

Audience
General public and scholars.

Currency
“Updated several times a day.”

Who Was Who. (1897-). (Vols. 1-6). London: Adams & Charles Black.

Ease of Use
Alphabetically arranged by name, 6 pages of abbreviations.

Accuracy/Authority
As Reputable as Who’s Who books and their entries

Comprehensiveness
“This is the first volume of biographies removed from the Who’s Who on account of death.”  It contains the entries of those who died in the period between 1897 and September 1915.”

Selection
Those entries taken from Who’s Who

Audience:

The general public

Currency
Updated every 10 years

Who’s Who 2009. (2008). (161st ed.). London: A & C Black.

Ease of Use
Alphabetically by entry, and many pages of abbreviations

Accuracy/Authority
“Who’s Who is the recognized source book of information on people of influence and interest in all fields.”

Audience
The general public

Currency
Updated every year

Who’s Who in the World 2009. (2008). (26th ed.). New Providence, NJ: Marquis Who’s Who.

Ease of Use
The key to entries and the listing of abbreviations are easy to read.  The main entries are listed alphabetically.

Accuracy/Authority
“The information is collected independently by our research and editorial staffs.”  The information can also be submitted by the certain peoples themselves.

Comprehensiveness
74,000 entries on individuals around the world.

Selection
“Selected on the basis of current reference value.”

Audience
General public

Currency
Updated yearly
Individual evaluations performed by Hilary Gindi:

Biographies Plus News. (2009). Retrieved from LexisNexis Academic.
Ease of use
LexisNexis Academic has many different sources for Biographical Information. The most general of these is the Biographies Plus News source, which draws full-text information from several dozen sources such as Advertising Age and The New York Times. Users input a last name, first name, and any additional terms or range of dates in order to search for information on a biographical subject. The search returns hits listed in chronological order, with the most recent at the top. Results can be 

Accuracy of information
Sources used for the search are industry standards. 

Comprehensiveness
According to Biographical News Plus’s content summary, it “contains biographical sources, people-related news sources and selected biographical stories, obituaries and business related stories covering company executives.”

Pictures
Full-text articles are found through search but pictures are not included. 

Bibliographies
The full list of sources is provided and each article identifies from which source it was found. 

Authority
LexisNexis is very well known and respected. The sources used by its Biographies Plus News are all well known either to the general public (ie: The NY Times) or by the industries they serve (ie: Aviation Daily).

Selection
Each source has different selection methods for the inclusion of their information. 

Audience
This advanced tool is best used by collegiate or professional researchers. 

Currency
According to Biographies Plus News, it has an atypical update schedule depending on individual sources. Some may publish daily while others are more infrequent. 

The Biography Channel Website. (2009). http://www.biography.com
Ease of use
While the website (which compliments a television channel) is rather cluttered, there is a keyword search feature that makes finding individual biographies easier, even if the user doesn’t have a specific name they are looking for. Entry length varies by biography; for example Paul Newman’s biography is six pages long and contains many links to additional resources and information whereas Pulitzer Prize winner Vermont Royster’s biography is only one small paragraph long. 

Accuracy of information
Those responsible for online content invite the general public to submit feedback regarding factual errors or missing information. 

Comprehensiveness
The database holds information on famous and influential people worldwide throughout human history and including modern day. 

Pictures
The website offers many images and video of biographical subjects.

Bibliographies
Bibliographies are not offered, but biographies often include links to additional information from other online sources. 

Authority
The website is owned by the A&E Television Network, which also owns the History Channel Network and The Biography Channel. The company is well-known and well-respected for its documentary work. 

Selection
Neither the website nor the parent site (AETN.com) offers an explanation of their selection policies for the biography database.

Audience
While the database is likely best used by casual researchers and elementary or secondary school teachers and students, the website itself seems more aimed towards a general audience that simply enjoy biographical information as a source of entertainment. The website is closely linked to the television channel of the same name.

Currency
Since the website and channel are a go-to source for the general public’s entertainment needs, they are at the cutting edge of currency. 

Cambridge Biographical Encyclopedia (2nd ed.). (1998). New York: Cambridge UP.
Ease of use
Entries are rather short and listed under the best known name (whether or not it was the real name). There is a pronunciation guide to help users and a “how to use” guide as well as an abbreviation key. 

Accuracy of information
AccuracyProject.org has found only eight minor errors of accuracy in over 25,000 entries. 

Comprehensiveness
The encyclopedia offers biographies on over 25,000 of the world’s most prominent people. In addition to the alphabetical dictionary listing of biographies, the encyclopedia also includes a Contemporaries section, Connections section, and Ready Reference section that lists many ready reference facts (ie: saints and feast days). 

Pictures
The encyclopedia is fully illustrated. 

Bibliographies
None is included. 

Authority
Cambridge University Press is a well-known and well-respected publisher.

Selection
It is the “authoritative single-volume reference work on people, both living and dead.”

Audience
This is a good biographical resource for audiences of all ages. 

Currency
The 2nd edition is from 1998, but the biographical information is still valid.

Dictionary of American Negro biography. (1982). New York: Norton.

Ease of use
Each entry is fairly long and reads like a historical biography (rather than simple vital statistics as seen in other biographical sources). There is no index; to find an entry users must be familiar with the name of the person they are looking for. There is a very small key to abbreviations – seven abbreviations, to be exact – which follows the introduction essay and might be easily missed by a user.

Accuracy of information
According to the introduction, there were 12 years of scholarly research conducted in order to put this dictionary together along with dozens of contributors. 

Comprehensiveness
The dictionary includes biographies of every African American in United States history up until 1970 that the editors felt had made a significant contribution.

Pictures
The dictionary does not contain pictures or illustrations. 

Bibliographies
Short bibliographies are given at the end of each biography entry that points readers in the direction of more information elsewhere. 

Authority
The dictionary was published by the W.W. Norton Company, a well-known publisher. The lead editor, Rayford W. Logan, was a highly respected historian who was at one time the director of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History as well as a professor at Howard University.

Selection
The dictionary does not include living persons or persons who died after 1969. Individuals were included who offered historical significance and were “major influences in their region or local community” or who were significant participants in the development of the United States. 

Audience
The target audience is anyone who is looking for biographical information on African Americans in United States history, including researchers and students. 

Currency
The dictionary was published in 1982 and contains information on people who died previous to 1970. While there are no biographies for more recent historical figures (Rosa Parks, for example, is not included) the dictionary is still a great source of historical information. 
The International Who's Who (72nd ed.). (2009). London: Routledge.
Ease of use:

The International Who’s Who contains a key to abbreviations and a listing of international telephone codes that contribute to the ease of use of the resource. Entries are relatively short, ranging from simply vital information to a paragraph or two about the person listed. The resource lacks an index, which might make navigation difficult unless a specific name is known. 

Accuracy of information
“Entrants are sent questionnaires with a request to supply biographical details. All existing entrants are also contacted, so that they may have an opportunity to make necessary additions and amendments. Supplementary research is done… to ensure that the book is as up-to-date as possible upon publication.”

Comprehensiveness
“The current edition contains more than 22,000 entries, of which more than 1,200 appear for the first time.” 

Pictures
The biographical resource does not include pictures.

Bibliographies
Routledge does not share documentation for the data sources used. 

Authority
The resource is published by the well-respected publisher Routledge and it is the “standard reference work of the world’s most famous and influential men and women.”

Selection
Selection of entrants is based “entirely on merit and for their continuing interest and importance.”

Audience
The target audience is anyone who needs biographical information on a famous or influential person, including researchers, students, and writers. 

Currency
The information is updated annually in print editions. Also, “online users can take advantage of the quarterly updating cycle that ensures the data is as current as possible.”

Who'sWho of American Women (27th ed.). (2008). New Providence, NJ: Marquis Who's Who.

Ease of use
Entries are arranged alphabetically by name, and there are also geographic and professional indexes in the back of the book that support ease of use. A key to information and a table of abbreviations are included. 

Accuracy of information
Research staff uses “a wide assortment of tools to gather complete, accurate, and up-to-date information.”

Comprehensiveness
Entries include information such as: name, occupation, vital statistics, parents, marriage, children, education, professional certifications, career, writings and creative works, civic and political activities, military, awards, memberships, political affiliation, religion, achievements information, avocations, home address, and office address. 

Pictures
While the main portion of the book does not include pictures, for this historic edition a special “Celebrating 50 Years – Then and Now” section is included that shows full color pictures of women from important professional fields for both the first edition of the book and the 27th edition. 

Bibliographies
“Biographical information is gathered in a variety of manners. In most cases… biographees submit their biographical details. In many cases, the information is collected independently by… research and editorial staffs, which use a wide assortment of tools to gather complete, accurate, and up-to-date information.”

Authority
This resource has, in its 50 years of publishing, become a standard reference work. 

Selection
“Factors such as position, noteworthy accomplishments, visibility, and prominence in a field are all taken into account in making selections for the book.”

Audience
The target audience is anyone who needs biographical information on a famous or influential American woman, including researchers, students, and writers. 

Currency
The book includes very up-to-date information as of 2008. The book is updated annually and is also available online: www.marquiswhoswho.com. 

Individual evaluations performed by Nicole Miller:

Almanac of Famous People. 6th ed. 2 vols. Detroit: Gale, 1998.

Ease of Use
Entries are sorted alphabetically by the name a person is known best.  Information is concise, directing users to where to look for more detailed information about the person.
Accuracy of Information
The information provided in this resource is concise and factual, including the person’s name, dates and places of the person’s birth and death, important dates referring to that person’s notoriety, the incident for which the person is known, and references for finding more information about the person.
Comprehensiveness
This biographical dictionary and index provides concise information about more than 30,000 well-known contemporary and historical people from around the world.  
Pictures

This biographical resource does not contain pictures.
Bibliographies

This biographical resource provides bibliographical references for further research.
Authority
This biographical resource is produced by the respected biographical reference publisher, Gale Research Company.
Selection
People included in this resource are known for their famous “firsts.”  In other words, they are chosen as the first to have performed something notorious in history.
Audience
The intended audience of this resource is students, educators, librarians, and researchers.
Currency


This edition is up to date as of 1998, when it was published. 

Contemporary Authors. Detroit: Gale, 1962- .

Ease of Use

This resource is easily used by people with beginner to advanced research skills.
Accuracy of Information
All of the information provided in this resource is factual and provided by the writers, themselves, whenever possible.   The information provided includes the author’s name, writing genre, personal information such as date of birth and family data, pseudonym, nationality, ethnicity, education, political preference, religious affiliation, addresses, career summary, memberships, and awards and honors.
Comprehensiveness
This reference provides biographical information about more than 116,000 nonfiction writers, fiction writers, journalists, and scriptwriters from the 20th and 21st centuries.  
Pictures

This biographical resource provides photographs.
Bibliographies

Bibliographical information for further research is included with each entry.
Authority
This biographical resource is produced by the respected biographical reference publisher, Gale Research Company.
Selection

Only published authors are included in this cumulative resource. 
Audience

This resource is intended students, members of book clubs, librarians, and researchers. 
Currency


This resource is updated annually.
Current Biography. New York: H. W. Wilson, 1940- . 
Ease of Use

This resource is arranged alphabetically by last name, for easy location of biographees.
Accuracy of Information
The information presented in this resource is gleaned from newspaper and magazine articles, books, the Internet, and personal interviews or questionnaires completed by the subjects.
Comprehensiveness
This biographical dictionary provides information about living leaders in all fields of human accomplishment.
Pictures

This biographical resource provides photographs.
Bibliographies

Bibliographical information for further research is included with each entry.
Authority
This biographical resource is produced by the respected biographical reference publisher, H.W. Wilson.
Selection
This biographical resource provides information about the most asked-about people alive in America.
Audience
This dictionary of contemporary biography is intended for students, librarians, and researchers.
Currency


This resource is updated in monthly issues and cumulates in an annual yearbook.

Dictionary of American Biography. 20 vols. and index. New York: Scribner's, 1928-1937. Supplements, 1944- .

Ease of Use
This resource is arranged alphabetically by last name, for easy location of biographed subjects.
Accuracy of Information
Biographical information is provided from historical societies and other original information sources.  Entries contain factual information that has been evaluated and appraised by contributing editors who may or may not somewhat embellish what is included.
Comprehensiveness
This retrospective biographical dictionary provides information about Americans who lived before 1980.  Basic biographical data, such as name, full dates of birth and death, full names and occupations of parents, number of siblings, education, marriage information, and number of children are provided.  
Pictures

This biographical reference does not provide pictures in the print format.
Bibliographies

Bibliographical information for further research is included with each entry.
Authority

This biographical resource is produced by the respected reference publisher, Scribner’s.
Selection
Editors of this resource select individuals who made major professional or artistic achievements while living in the United States, whether or not they were American citizens.
Audience
This retrospective dictionary of biography is intended for students, librarians, and researchers.
Currency

This biographical resource provides annual updates of newly biographed individuals.  As the information is retrospective, information from previous entries is not frequently changed or updated.
Encyclopedia of World Biography. 2d ed. 17 vols. Detroit: Gale, 1998. Supplement. 1 vol. 1999.

Ease of Use
This resource is arranged alphabetically by lettered last name, for easy location of biographees.
Accuracy of Information
The editors strive to provide as much factual information as possible, yet fall back on analysis of a subject’s contribution to society when factual details are few.  Factual information is gathered from books, Internet websites, and magazines.
Comprehensiveness
This biographical dictionary provides retrospective and current biographical information about people from around the world who have contributed to human culture and society.  Entries include information about the subject’s birth and death (when applicable) and other factual information about that person’s life.  
Pictures

This biographical resource provides photographs.
Bibliographies

Bibliographical information for further research is included with each entry.
Authority
This biographical resource is produced by the respected biographical reference publisher, Gale Research Company.
Selection
All people biographed in this resource are selected for their outstanding professional and artistic contributions to society.
Audience
This dictionary of biography is intended for students, librarians, and researchers.
Currency


This biographical dictionary is updated in annual yearbook supplements.
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