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Guide to Reference Books
http://www.guidetoreference.org
Citation

Guide to Reference Books, 11th ed. Edited by Robert Balay et al.: Chicago:  American Library Association, 1996.

Format


This index is available in print and online formats.

Scope

This single volume index presents the most useful titles from among the body of current reference sources to the sum of about 15,500 listed titles published in North America.  Listed titles date from the eighteenth century to the 1990s with an emphasis on titles in printed format written in English.

Authority

The index is produced by the very reputable organization, the American Library Association.  The work was compiled by 50 reference librarians from universities across the United States.

Treatment

The focus of the Guide to Reference Books is the research and academic library community in North America.

Arrangement

The index is arranged in a five-part division:  General Reference Works, Humanities, Social and Behavioral Sciences, History and Area Studies, and Science, Technology, and Medicine.  Users can search hierarchically through each division for sub-divisions of those subject areas. Each bibliographical citation is accompanied by a brief abstract and the LC call number.

Special Features

Sources in machine-readable form are included in the index, as well as a greater proportion of titles that study non-Western cultures than were presented in earlier versions.
Use & Overall Evaluation

This source is useful for reference library acquisitions and collection weeding, as multiple reference sources are evaluated by a jury of peers. It is also useful tool primarily for academic and research libraries.  

New Walford Guide to Reference Resources

Lester, R.  (2005).  The New Walford: Guide to Reference Resources.  London: Facet Publication.

Format


Print 

Scope 


Print sources included through mid 2004, online sources checked April 2005.

Relation to Similar Works


Public Library Catalog: Guide to Reference Books and Adult Nonfiction; Guide to Reference Books.

Authority


Compiled by subject specialist and editors including staff at the British Library, University of Sheffield Library and the University College London Library.

Treatment


Targeted to all libraries and librarians as well as libraries in specialized fields that include but not limited to the field of science, technology, and medicine.

Arrangement 


The book is arranged  three main Subject Parts that match the three parts of its title – Science, Technology and Medicine, these three subject parts are then organized into twelve subject groupings, which in turn is organized into more than one hundred Subject Fields.  There is also a large section devoted to Generic Resources.  The volume also includes a Topic Index as well as a Title/Author Index.  

Special Features  


The focus of The New Walford Guide to Reference Resources (2005) is focused on the newcomer with simpler subject arrangement, a topic index, the inclusion of online resources as well as an improved visual layout.

Cost


$425

Public Library Catalog: 
Guide to Reference Books and Adult Nonfiction
Citation:

Yaakov, J. (Ed.). (1999). Public library catalog: guide to reference books and adult nonfiction (11th ed.). New York: H. W. Wilson Co.

Purpose:

Provides information on thousands of selected reference and adult nonfiction books available in the U.S. and recommended for use in the public library.

Authority:

Public Library Catalog is published by H.W. Wilson Co., a well-respected publisher in the field of reference books who has been publishing Public Library Catalog for more than 60 years. All the entries listed in the book have been, according to the publisher, “elected by experienced librarians representing 18 public libraries across the United States.”

Scope:

Includes nonfiction and reference books that are distributed in the U.S. but excludes books that are easily outdated (ie: software guides). Public Library Catalog is an excellent working tool for librarians in all aspects of public and academic libraries, including reference, cataloging and acquisitions.

Format: 

The 11th edition is available in print format, and includes four subsequent supplements published annually.

Arrangement:

Public Library Catalog is organized into three parts: classified catalog, author, title, subject and analytical index, and a publisher and distributor directory. The classified catalog section is arranged according to the Dewey Decimal Classification system and indexed by the next section. The publisher/distributor directory lists alphabetically all of the publishers and distributors associated with the materials included in the first part.

Entries:

Entries are listed alphabetically by author/editor or title under each DDC heading in the classified catalog section. Information includes a basic bibliographic description as well as information needed for acquisitions. Subject headings are included with each entry as are descriptive and critical annotations.

Special Features:
While information on online resources is not included, the catalog does include information on CD-ROM versions of print titles. Also, purchasers of the 11th edition in 1999 were sent free annual supplements for the subsequent four years which included additional published material as it became available. 

Use and Overall Evaluation:

Public Library Catalog is formatted for ease of use by librarians in many different positions within public and academic libraries. Its small size in comparison to other reference bibliographies makes it a terrific desk reference for any librarian who serves a primarily U.S. patronage. 

*  *  *
Evaluation Set 1: Twenty Titles
American Book Publishing Record

American Book Publishing Record.  (2006). (New York:  R.R. Bowker).
Format
Print

Scope


1960-Present

Relation to Similar Works


Bibliographic Index.

Authority


Entries are derived from Machine Readable Cataloging data (MARC).

Treatment


For  public and undergraduate libraries as well as the  general library user.  Uses include weeding, collection development,and  bibliographic data for the acquisitions librarian, reference librarian, and the cataloger.

Arrangement


Published monthly,  each edition includes cataloging records for books published and distributed in the United States.  Books are arranged by Dewey Decimal Classification with special sections for adult and juvenile fiction.

Special Features


There are three indexes, Author, Title and Subject Guide.

Cost


$335

Bibliographic Index

Bibliographic Index: A Cumulative Bibliography of Bibliographies.  New York:  H. W. Wilson

Format


Print and now available online as Bibliographic Index Plus

Scope


Current.  Indexes bibliographies, bibliographic essays, literature reviews, and serial bibliographies deriving from periodicals and books.  Online version offers indexing of more than 530,000 published in English, German, Dutch, and the Scandinavian, Slavic and Romance Languages, including over 185,000 full text bibliographies provided.

Relation to Similar Work


American Book Publishing Record.

Authority 


Indexing of over 5,000 bibliographies from books and pamphlets each year, and more than 2,800 periodicals.  Online, more than 2,800 journals and 5,000 books are added each year.  Also full text for more than 185,000 bibliographies from over 2,000 journals.

Treatment


Provides easy answers in the research process for users and serves as a handy verification tool.  Primarily targeted to reference professionals as well as academic librarians and their patrons. 

Arrangement


Entries are separated by specific subject area, bibliographies that are parts of books and pamphlets and bibliographies that are part of thousands of periodicals, in English as well as foreign language serials.


Online version includes a extensive searching capabilities including advanced searching possibilities.  Options include physical description, html or pdf versions and peer review articles.  Results can be sorted a multitude of ways.  Added bonus is an online thesaurus that relates to the databases controlled vocabulary.

Special Features


Online version offers customized display, delivery links, as well as the option to email, print or save searches.  There are peer reviews as well as offering library holdings indicators.

Cost


Print – call for pricing (2004-$545); Online – call for pricing

Books in Print

Books in Print 1997-1998 R.R. Bowker

Format


Print

Scope


Includes titles, authors, publishers and ISBNs for books currently published or distributed in the United States.  

Relation to Similar Works


Whitaker's Books in Print (British Books in Print); Children's Catalog.

Authority


Publishers are asked to review and edit their entries.  Providing current price, publication date, availability status and ordering information as well as recently published and forthcoming titles prior to publication.

Treatment


Designed for a bibliographic reference for book trade professionals, library patrons, and scholars.

Arrangement


Four volumes are used to arrange books alphabetically by author, four volumes are arranged by title and one volume contains publisher information and indexes.

Special Features


In addition to the print version there is a Books in Print database available.

Cost


$980

British Books in Print

British Books in Print. (Currently known as Whitaker's Books in Print). (1990). London: Whitaker.

Format


Print

Scope


Lists British books currently in print.   This multi volume set is published yearly. 

Relation to Similar Work


Books in Print;  Children's Catalog.

Authority


Information gathered from publishers of current printed literary work.

Treatment


Designed for a bibliographic reference for book trade professionals, library patrons, and scholars.

Arrangement


All entries are arranged in one alphabetical sequence of authors, titles, references, etc.  

Special Features


The Children's Book Group of the Publishers Association created a Reading Ability and Interest Age scale.  This scale is used for each children's book listed and each book can only 1 reading ability classification and up to three interest ages.

Cost


$799 

Children's Catalog 

Children's Catalog. 19th edition.  (2006).  New York: H.W. Wilson. 

Format


Print

Scope 


Through present publications.

Relation to Similar Works


Books in Print; British Books in Print (Whitaker's Books in Print).

Authority


Entries are selected and included by professionals that serve children in a library environment.

Treatment


Directed toward professionals that serve and develop collections for children.

Arrangement


Entries are arranged using abridged Dewey Decimal Classification.  Sections include nonfiction, fiction, short story collections, and easy books.  Each entry is complemented with bibliographic information in addition to cost, subject headings, and annotation.  Indexing by author, title, subject and analytical.

Special Features


Online version is also available.  Printed resource contains a list of related web resources for users.    

Cost


$195 Printed resource
Cumulative Book Index

Citation

Cumulative Book Index, A World List of Books in the English Language.  New York:  H.W. Wilson, 1933-1999.
Format


The Cumulative Book Index in available in print.

Scope

This index is a U.S. retrospective bibliography that cites English-language books published worldwide from 1898 to 1999.  Materials indexed are adult fiction and nonfiction books, juvenile literature, and reprints of 50 pages or more.  Works in foreign languages are included only if they contain some English, such as dictionaries and other language-learning aids.
Authority

The index was produced and maintained by the very reputable bibliographic materials publisher, H.W. Wilson.

Treatment


Users of CBI would be reference librarians in public or research libraries.
Arrangement

The index is arranged alphabetically according to Library of Congress Filing Rules and Library of Congress Subject Headings govern the subject headings arrangement in the index.  Bibliographical information included are title, author, publisher, pagination, year of imprint, and, when available, Library of Congress control numbers and ISBN.

Use & Overall Evaluation

General users might find the index to be overwhelming and unhelpful unless they have a strong notion of what they are looking for and where to start in a search.  Reference librarians would find this tool useful in helping users locate book titles published in English from the 1898 to 1999 period.  This is a useful resource for any size public or academic library.

Fiction Catalog
Citation

Fiction Catalog.  15th ed.  New York:  H.W. Wilson, 2006.
Format


Fiction catalog is available in print and online formats.

Scope

The Fiction Catalog features over 8,000 titles of contemporary and classic works of fiction for adult audiences.  This index is intended for public library collection development and maintenance, readers’ advisory services, and general reference.   The printed version of Fiction Catalog is updated annually, while the online version is continually updated.

Authority

The index is produced and maintained by the very reputable bibliographic materials publisher, H.W. Wilson.

Treatment


The index is for reference librarians in public libraries.

Arrangement

The online version of the Fiction Catalog can be searched by keyword, publication year, book title, subject, ISBN or ISSN number, publisher, document type, author, or Dewey Decimal Classification number.  The print version is searchable through author alphabet, descriptive summary, analytical entry, or title and subject index.

Special Features

Exclusive to the online version:  additional review excerpts linked from Book Review Digest Plus, record retrieval in MARC format, link to local OPACs, simultaneous search function with other Wilson Core Collections, and continuous updates.
Use & Overall Evaluation

This index is extremely valuable for readers’ advisory services in public libraries.  The online version is more cohesive, easier to use, and more current than the print version.

Forthcoming Books
Citation

Forthcoming Books.  New Providence, NJ: R.R. Bowker, 1966-
Format

Forthcoming Books is part of the Books in Print online database and is available in print format, as well.  BooksinPrint.com is Z39.50 compatible as a server and client for quick access.

Scope

The purpose of Forthcoming Books is to allow librarians and booksellers to search for books that will be published within the next five months and in what format those publications will be available.  The exact date of publication or publication delays are among the information available. The online version is updated daily while the print version of Forthcoming Books is published four times per year.

Authority

The index is produced and maintained by the very reputable bibliographic materials publisher, R.R. Bowker.

Treatment

The database is intended for use by librarians and booksellers.  The information is received directly from publishers, so the accuracy of information is very high.

Arrangement

The Forthcoming Book Room can be searched in a variety of ways to access information.  Searches can be conducted according to audience, price range, cover price, binding, or review in addition to standard subject, title, and keyword searches.

Special Features


Bowker predicts forthcoming bestsellers based on the success of earlier books.
Use & Overall Evaluation
Overall, a valuable resource for anyone purchasing books for their library or bookseller.  The information found in this database helps booksellers and librarians keep their patrons informed about when to look forward to the release dates of much anticipated books.

Fulltext Sources Online

http://www.fso-online.com
Citation

Fulltext Sources Online.  Medford, NJ:  Information Today, 1995-.
Format

This directory is online and in print format.

Scope

Fulltext Sources Online is an online directory of more than 42,000 full-text newspapers, journals, magazines, newsletters, and transcripts from 30 major aggregators.  Covered topics include science, technology, medicine, law, finance, business and industry, and popular press.  FSO Online is updated weekly, whereas the print version is updated twice annually.

Authority

The index is produced and maintained by the very reputable bibliographic materials publisher, Information Today.

Treatment

FSO Online is available for subscription for individual users through libraries wishing to make the database available to their patrons.  The database is useful for general information gatherers who as well as scholars.

Arrangement

Users can browse the database by title, subject, language, document type, location, or publications on the Internet.

Special Features

FSO Online offers a new field that indicates the type of document, when known.  Also, the directory lists the URLs of archived items and notes if there is a fee to access them.
Use & Overall Evaluation

Because of the emphasis on periodical literature and news, this directory is best suited for public libraries.

Gale Directory of Publications and Broadcast Media

http://www.gale.com

Citation

Gale Directory of Publications and Broadcast Media. 132nd ed. 4 vols.  Detroit:  Gale, 1999.
Format


This index is available diskette, CD-ROM, and online.

Scope

This index contains about 57,000 of print and broadcast media company listings.  All forms of contact information and key personnel are included in each entry.  There are also appendices of maps, geographical statistics and descriptions, broadcast and cable networks, and news and features syndicates.

Authority

The index is produced and maintained by the very reputable bibliographic materials publisher, Thomson Gale.

Treatment

This source would be used by anyone interested in or involved in broadcast media and publications.

Arrangement

The index is arranged by geographical location and subject descriptors.  
Use & Overall Evaluation

This index is useful for any size public or academic library that offers programs in broadcast media and publishing.
Jake
http://jake.openly.com/

Format:


Jake is currently available at the above stated website and is only available in an online format.  

Scope:


Jake brings together many databases and journals through a searchable access point.  Jake includes database information and journals from the likes of the American Psychological Association, Ovid, GALE, ProQuest, Ebsco, Elsevier, and Science Direct.  As for currency, the website for Jake includes notes, the most recent dated May 20, 2003.  However, it can be assumed that Jake stays current as its major contributors (GALE, Ebsco, etc.) are constantly updated.
Relation to Similar Works:


Jake is similar to GALE, Eric, and Ebsco, in that it searches for journals and journal articles, however it can be understood as being a meta-search engine:  Jake is not a database per se, but it searches indexers of databases such as the aforementioned.

Authority:

Jake is open-source, and is managed by the Cushing/Whitney Medical Library at Yale, Openly Informatics, and Genamics.  Jake is as reputable as the indexes and journals it searches, e.g. GALE and Ebsco.

Treatment:

Students and laypeople will want to use this source to search for journals, without the need for paying or using a library’s database services.  Libraries on a budget will want to use this service if they cannot pay for a similar expensive online service.
Cost:


This service is free and open-source.

Magazines for Libraries

Citation:

Magazines for Libraries. 9th ed. New Providence, N.J.: R.R. Bowker, 1997.

Format:

This information is available as a print text, and includes graphs and spreadsheets about statistics for each edition.

Scope:

This text may be used by research and public libraries that need new and serials concerning particular subjects.  The text is arranged by subject, with broader and narrower subject terms.  The text has been published every year since 1969.
Relation to Similar Works:

This text is similar to New Serial Titles and Ulrich’s International Periodical Directory, and the Directory of Open Access Journals (www.doaj.org).

Authority:

This text is published by the reputable ProQuest: “Prepared by ProQuest’s Serials Department.”

Treatment:


ProQuest states that this text is “for the general reader and schools, junior college, college, and universities and public libraries.”  This text is as reliable as its publication date.  There is a current 2009 edition.

Arrangement:


The text is arranged by subject with broader and narrower terms.  There is a title index and a subject index.  There are comprehensive abstracts.

National Union Catalog: Pre-1956 Imprints
Citation:


National Union Catalog: Pre-1956 Imprints, A Culmulative Author List Representing Library of Congress Printed Cards and Titles Reported by Other American Libraries. 754 vols. London: Mansell, 1968-1981.

Format: 

This text is available in print, in micro film, and online in part.

Scope:

The National Union Catalog includes 13 million LOC titles from pre-1956 cataloging records.
Authority:


A version of the catalog available online is published by J.W. Edwards Publisher, Inc.  (http://www.archive.org/details/nat196872unioncatvol1amerrich).  The print collection is published by Mansell.
Treatment:


Researchers and historians may use this source to discover LOC media cataloged before 1956.  Also, anyone who needs old information may not find it in the modern databases like WorldCAT, and will need to consult the National Union Catalog.  

Arrangement:


The text may be searched by means of subject, author, or title.  It is arranged for ease of use as would be a card catalog.

New Serial Titles
Citation:


New Serial Titles: A Union List of Serials Held by Libraries in the United States and Canada. Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1953-1999. Monthly with cumulations.

Format:


This text is available as a print book.  Help with serials cataloging is available through the CONSER website: http://www.loc.gov/acq/conser/.
Scope:

The text “provides comprehensive information about newly available serials on a timely basis.”  The text ceased print publication with the 1999 annual cumulation, but help with cataloging serials is available through the CONSER website.
Relation to Similar Works:


This text is no longer current, but is similar in kind to Magazines for Libraries and Ulrich’s International Periodical Directory.
Authority:


The text was published by the LOC Cataloging Distribution Service.

Treatment:


This text is not used to find serials by subject, but to find libraries that hold certain serials.  Research libraries will use this text to locate serials nationally.  However, as many serials can now be found on databases like Ebsco, GALE, and Eric, this service is not as important anymore.  

Arrangement:


The serials are arranged alphabetically, with cross references for variant titles.

OCLC

http://www.oclc.org/us/en/worldcat/default.htm
Format:


OCLC as WorldCat is an online access point that gives access to many of the world’s catalogs and databases.
Scope:


This source lets people and libraries search for media in any number of libraries around the world.  The source is as current as the many libraries that participate in it.

Relation to Similar Work:


It could be said that WorldCat is similar to database aggregates like GALE and Ebsco, but it searches all media, not just a collection of journals.  WorldCat also includes the opportunity to buy and use FirstSearch, which searches dozens of databases.

Authority:


OCLC is one of the pioneers of web based sharing of cataloging records.

Treatment:


Users may include all information seekers, whether they are looking for a book at a local library, or a journal article from another country.

Arrangement:


OCLC WorldCat and FirstSearch are searchable via usual advanced search techniques like Boolean logic.  The format is very easy to use, including an easy keyword search.
PubList.com

http://www.publist.com

Citation:

PubList.com. Infrotrieve. http://www.publist.com

Purpose:

Provides free “in-depth information on familiar and hard-to-find publications from around the world, representing thousands of topics” online, according to their website.
Authority:

According to their website, PubList.com is “linked to over 2,000 domestic and international academic institutions, libraries, and a myriad of subject-specific reference sites and communities,” and, since 2000, has been owned by Infotrieve, which claims to be a “global leader in business service solutions and consulting for information centers.” 
Scope:

PubList is a database of information on over 150,000 publications that include magazines, journals, e-journals, newsletters and monographs. The information available can include titles, publishing contact information, circulation data, and ISSN. 

Format: 

Online database. Users can search by keyword, title, subject, publisher, or ISSN.

Arrangement:

Results of a database search using title, publisher, or ISSN are displayed alphabetically. Subject search and the browse feature were unavailable due to the database undergoing technical improvements as of this writing, but these are displayed alphabetically as well when working, according to the PubList.com website.

Entries:

Results of a search include publication title, ISSN, and publisher name. The title is linked to a title record that contains further information about the publication such as the publication type, ISSN, country of origin, language and publisher’s contact information. 

The search result’s publisher name is also linked, but at the time of this writing, the links are dead. This is likely because the browse feature is currently disabled due to undergoing technical improvements to the database and the publisher link would normally take the user to a browse list by publisher. 

Special Features:

There is an extensive list of Search Tips for use in PubList database searching as well as a list of frequently asked questions that offers users general information about the site. 

Use and Overall Evaluation:

The database was founded in 1998 and the design looks like it has not been significantly updated since then. Some features are currently disabled due to “technical upgrades,” but this does not significantly impact the usefulness of the database. Anyone who is looking for specific publications – or information about the publications – will find PubList to be a great resource. For example, an advertiser looking for a medium that will appeal to a target demographic will find the contact information provided in the title records very useful.

The Reader’s Adviser:

A Layman’s Guide to Literature
Citation:

Sader, M. (1994). Reader's Adviser Set Vol., 6 volumes (14th ed.). New Providence, NJ: R.R. Bowker/Reed Reference.

Purpose:

Provides a comprehensive list of the best published material across several disciplines, as well as biographical information about authors and a directory of publishers.
Authority:

The Reader’s Adviser is published by respected publisher R.R. Bowker. The 14th edition was updated with the help of 120 subject specialists.

Scope:

Recommended as a resource in academic libraries and “all but the smallest public library,” The Reader’s Adviser is also available for purchase in individual volumes – each of which has its own index – by smaller libraries or researchers that may only have a limited need or interest in specific disciplines. 
Format: 

The 14th edition of The Reader’s Adviser comprises six volumes in print format.

Arrangement:

The six volumes of The Reader’s Advisor are separated by discipline: volume one features the best in reference works (American and British Literature), volume two offers the best in world literature, volume three is the best in social sciences, history and the arts, volume four features the best in philosophy and religion, and volume five offers the best in science, technology and medicine. Volume six is devoted to indexing the previous five volumes as well as offering a directory of publishers. Each volume is further divided into sub-categories according to interest.

Entries:

Entries are listed alphabetically by the author’s name. Each entry includes the author name, title, publisher, publishing information, ISBN and a short description. 

Special Features:

The Reader’s Adviser features essays that outline each discipline, biographical information about authors, and a directory of publishers that is included in the Index volume.

Use and Overall Evaluation:

One must keep in mind that the printed version of The Reader’s Adviser was last published in 1994 and so its use as a source of the current “best” material may be lacking many worthy titles. Also, it is a large – six volume – printed set in an age when online databases and bibliographic resources are more cost effective and more easily kept updated. The Reader’s Adviser may have been recommended as a resource for almost all libraries 15 years ago, but today it might best be reserved for those large academic libraries that have the reference shelf space to accommodate it. 

The most current version of The Reader’s Adviser has moved online and can be accessed at http://rainfo.lu.com.  
Standard Periodical Directory
Citation:

The Standard Periodical Directory (23rd ed.). (2000). New York: Oxbridge Communications.

Purpose:

A comprehensive and complete directory of U.S. and Canadian periodicals.

Authority:

Oxbridge Communications has been publishing the Standard Periodical Directory since its first edition in 1964.

Scope:

Covers more than 60,000 North American magazines, newspapers, journals and other periodicals in more than 200 different subject categories. 

Format: 

Since 1989, the Standard Periodical Directory has been released annually in single volume print format. 

Arrangement:

The directory is arranged by subject, with an alphabetically-arranged subject index in the front of the book for quick reference. 

Entries:

Entries are listed alphabetically by title under each subject category. The title of the entry is followed by the publisher’s name and contact information, names and contact information of periodical’s key staff, a short description of the periodical’s content, the year established and frequency of publication, current subscriber and advertising rates, various advertising data, physical description, and ISSN/ISBN.

Special Features:

Includes thousands of college student publication listings that would be difficult to find elsewhere.

Use and Overall Evaluation:

The Standard Periodical Directory is an exceptionally useful tool for many different users. In the library, it can serve as a resource for both patrons and reference librarians as well as acquisitions librarians who are seeking to build a periodical collection. Outside of the library, the directory is used by advertisers seeking targeted audiences, printers and publishers. Since the directory also gives information on subscriber list rentals, the directory will appeal to direct marketers as well.  

Ulrich’s International Periodicals Directory, 2000: 
Including Irregular Serials and Annuals
Citation:

Ulrich's International Periodicals Directory 2000: Including Irregular Serials and Annuals (38th ed.). (1999). New Providence, NJ: R.R. Bowker. Ulrichsweb.com. Retrieved from http://www.ulrichsweb.com/ulrichsweb/

Purpose:

Provides bibliographic and publisher information on academic and scholarly journals, magazines, newspapers, newsletters, and more.

Authority:

Published by R.R. Bowker, which is a very well-respected company in the field.

Scope:

According to Ulrichsweb.com, “Ulrich's covers publications that meet the definition of a serial except administrative publications of governmental agencies below state level that can be easily found elsewhere. A limited selection of membership directories, comic books, and puzzle and game books is also included.” 

The printed format includes revisions of many of the over 150,000 serials profiled as well as thousand of new and ceased entries. Also included in the print format are lists of electronic format serials, publishers’ contact information, and a volume devoted to thousands of newspapers.

Format: 

Ulrich’s International Periodicals Directory is available in a printed format that comprises five volumes. The directory is also available to be searched online at Ulrichsweb.com by ISSN, subject, keyword or title. Users may also browse by more than twenty indexes, (including Dewey Decimal Number, exact title, or ISSN) or general subject headings, such as Art, Law or Medicine. 

Arrangement:

Search results in the online directory are by default arranged alphabetically by title. Users can choose to modify the results by ascending or descending order using any one of seven different access points: title, publisher, country, ISSN, start year, status or price.

Entries:

Online search results include a basic description as well as ordering and publisher’s information. The basic description information includes: ISSN, title, publisher, country, status, start year, frequency, type, media (ie: print), language, subject headings, Dewey numbers, and a short description. Ordering and publisher’s information includes the names and contact information of the commercial publisher and distributors. 

Special Features:

Many of the title entries also feature full-text reviews of the publications. 

Use and Overall Evaluation:

This would be of great use to anyone in an acquisitions position who needs to compile a serials collection. Ulrichsweb.com is so easy to use and offers such complete and weekly updated information that it is hard to imagine why there is still a market for the annually published printed format.

What Do I Read Next?

Citation:

What Do I Read Next? (n.d.). In Gale Cengage Learning. Retrieved from http://www.gale.cengage.com/pdf/facts/wdirn.pdf 
Purpose:

What Do I Read Next? acts as a readers’ advisory tool that allows users to create lists of titles that suit their needs with or without a librarian’s help.

Authority:

Published by respected publisher Thompson Gale (now Gale Cengage Learning), the What Do I Read Next? series was widely used to many years in print format before becoming an online database. 

Scope:

The online database includes fiction from the original print version as well as the contents of the print versions of What Do Children Read Next?, What Do Young Adults Read Next?, What Do I Read Next? Multicultural Literature, What Historical Novel Do I Read Next?, What Inspirational Literature Do I Read Next?, and also six major newspapers’ bestsellers in fiction and nonfiction, titles from 561 different fiction awards, and books from 1,145 series.

Format: 

The current What Do I Read Next? readers’ adviser is an online subscription database, but past versions were available in print format.

Arrangement:

More than 115,000 titles are arranged for access via search options that include: author, title, subject, genre, location, character descriptor, character name, time period, series name, and full text. Results are listed alphabetically.

Entries:

According to the publisher, detailed entries provide, “title, author and publication date, series names and descriptions of characters, time period and geographic setting, story types, descriptive annotation, selected other books by the author, [and] similar books by different authors.”

Special Features:

The online What Do I Read Next? includes a “Monthly Highlights” page that links lists of newly published titles, recent award winners, “seasonal suggestions,” and various spotlight facts of interest to readers.

Use and Overall Evaluation:

Gale promotes the What Do I Read Next? readers’ adviser as an easy-to-use tool that will save reference librarians time as patrons are able to compile their own lists of vetted recommended reading that suits their interests. The browsing feature that allows users to browse for titles based on what they like is certain to pique interests and expand users’ reading lists. 


