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Evaluation Set 2: Five Titles

Book Review Digest

Citation

Book Review Digest. New York: H. W. Wilson, 1905-.

Format


This index is available in print, CD-ROM, and online.

Scope

Book Review Digest covers reviews of current juvenile and adult fiction and nonfiction books in the English language.  Excluded books include government publications, textbooks, and technical books covering science and law.  It indexes reviews published in thousands of periodicals, putting them together in a single, accessible fashion.  The print version of Book Review Digest is updated monthly, except in February and July, with quarterly and annual cumulations.  Book Review Digest Plus, the online version, is updated with more frequency.

Authority

This index is created and maintained by the reputable and respected reference resource publisher, H.W. Wilson.

Treatment

This index is suitable for general library users who are interested in gathering current reviews of recently published books, as well as scholars of the humanities and social sciences.  

Arrangement

Book Review Digest is arranged alphabetically by author’s last name or by title, when the title is the main entry.  Complete bibliographic information is available for each book citation, including, when available, the ISBN and Library of Congress Control Number.  Each entry contains a summary of the book and excerpts of reviews, including citations of each review.  The online version, Book Review Digest Plus, includes full text reviews.  Additionally, the print version includes a Subject and Title Index in which subject and titles are interfiled alphabetically.

Special features

Book Review Digest Plus online features Wilson-Link SFX-Powered Technology, which provides links to full-text articles through library reference databases that are open-URL compliant.  This feature is available at no additional charge.

Use & overall evaluation

Overall, Book Review Digest is best suited for general library users and for reference librarians who are involved with their libraries’ fiction and nonfiction acquisitions.  This index would not be suitable for anyone interested in finding information in the scientific or legal fields.

The Columbia Granger's Index to Poetry in Anthologies

Citation:

Kale, T. (2007). The Columbia Granger’s Index to Poetry in Anthologies. New York: 

Columbia University Press.

Format:


Book; hardcover; no illustrations.  

Scope:

The preface states quite clearly that this is the resource to turn to when faces with the questions: “Where can I find a poem called…?”; “What is the title of the poem that begins…?”; “What poem ends with the line…?”  This book is in its 13th edition in 2007.  The 4th edition was in 1953.

Authority:

Published by the Columbia University Press.  “The 13th edition locates 70,000 poems, all the poetry in anthologies identified as those whose high editorial standards mark them as likely to be found on library bookshelves.”

Treatment:

This book is a boon to both the layperson and the scholar, and to the reference librarian who gets a poetry related question.

Arrangement:


By title; beginning/ending lines; author; subject.

This book is very easy to use, if the patron has a particular question in mind.  However, because of the great scope, it may be to much to simply browse.

Cost:


$295

Humanities Index

(2006).  Humanities Index.  New York:  H.W. Wilson Company.

Format 

Published monthly in March, June, September and December with a bound annual cumulation each year.

Scope

Humanities Index indexes more than 450 periodicals.  In addition to articles, interviews, obituaries, bibliographies, reviews of plays, operas, ballets, dance, musicals, motion pictures, video recordings, television and radio programs, and works of fiction, drama, and poetry are indexed as well.  

Relation to Similar Works

American Humanities Index; Humanities and Social Sciences Index;  Arts & Humanities Citation Index.

Authority 

The Committee on Wilson Indexes of the American Library Association's Reference and User Services Association advises the publisher on indexing and editorial policy.  Journals are added based upon the Committee's study of content of the work.

Treatment

For use by scholars completing research projects, librarians in search of specific reference query answers as well as the general user interested in the scope of the Index.

Arrangement

Authors and subjects entries are arranged together in one alphabet.  

Special Features

Citations to book reviews are also included in the Humanities Index.  Reviews are listed alphabetically following the main division.  

Cost

Minimum annual subscription price is $570 as pricing is based on a service basis.  The subscriber's book budget determines its annual subscription rate, contact the publisher for a rate quote.

Media Review Digest

Citation:

Regan, L. (Ed.). (1990). Media Review Digest 1989. Ann Arbor, MI: Pierian P. Retrieved from E-Reserves.

Purpose and Scope:

From 1974 to 2006, Media Review Digest was an annual index to film, video, audio recording, CD-ROM and other non-book media reviews, evaluations and descriptions from 139 sources.

Authority:

MRD is edited by L. Regan with reviews rated by individual reviewers and overseen by an advisory board. 

Format:

MRD was a single-volume print source in annual publication up until 2006.

Arrangement:

According to the MRD, it is divided into four main sections that cover different media forms, each section “contains an alphabetical listing by title or other main entry of all the materials reviewed.” Several indexes are also included, such as: video index, general subject index, alphabetical subject index, reviewer index, geographical index, and codes.

Entries:

Entries are listed by title and include title information and include a short description where possible followed by ratings information, review ratings, and review source information.

Special Features:

MRD includes annual awards information for the Academy Awards, Golden Globes, and six educational film and video festivals. Also available is a section called Mediagraphies that includes “interviews with or articles about directors, producers, actors,” and more that “cannot be thought of as reviews of one specific film.”

Use and Overall Evaluation:

Because this publication ceased in 2006 and its annual coverage spanned only three decades, it is of extremely limited use. Film historians and other such niche audiences might find it useful, but it is not a resource that most public or academic libraries would probably want to spend money to acquire. Much of the information contained in the remaining issues of MRD can be found online today.

Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature

Citation

Readers’ Guide to Periodical Literature, 1900-. New York: H. W. Wilson, 1905-. 

Format


This index is available in print, CD-ROM, and online.

Scope

The Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature is an author-subject index of general-interest periodicals published in English.  Bibliographic citations include title, author, periodical name, volume number, issue, page, and publication date.  The print index is published monthly with quarterly and annual cumulations.  The CD-ROM version is updated monthly and the online version is updated daily.  The online index includes at least 30 more magazines than are available in the print version.

Authority

This index is created and maintained by the reputable and respected reference resource publisher, H.W. Wilson.

Treatment


This index is appropriate for general library users, students, and educators.

Arrangement

The print version of this index is arranged alphabetically by subject and author.  Subjects that begin with numbers precede all other entries.  The Guide includes an alphabetical list of periodicals indexed, the index proper, and an index of book reviews which follows the main body of the index.  Book reviews are indexed alphabetically by the reviewer’s name.  

Special features

Reader’s Guide Full Text, Mega Edition online features Wilson-Link SFX-Powered Technology, which provides links to full-text articles through library reference databases that are open-URL compliant.  This feature is available at no additional charge.  The online index also includes the full text of Wilson Library Bulletin, including PDF page images.

Cost


The subscription cost of this index is $405 per year.

Use & overall evaluation

This index is suitable for students, educators, and public library patrons who are interested in finding current literature on any given subject.  The index will direct librarians and users to the appropriate periodicals, up to the exact page, to learn what has been written on the subject of interest.  It is generally simple to use, although not instinctively arranged.
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Book Review Index

Ferguson, D. (2006).  Book Review Index.  Detroit: Thomson Gale.

Format 

Print; also available online as Book Review Index Online Plus (index only resource) and Book Review Index Plus (5 million review citations and more than 660,000 full text reviews).

Scope

Evaluated volume cumulates the three issues for 2006.  Reviews of any type of book, audio book, or e-book that has or is about to be published.  Book Review Index uses over 400 publications from the United States, Canada, Europe, and Australia.  

Relation to Similar Works

Book Review Digest; What Do I Read Next.

Authority 

Compilation of Book Review Index is completed by Thomson Gale staff members as well as the assistance of the publishers of the journals indexed within BRI.

Treatment

Intended for school, academic, professional and personal use.

Arrangement

BRI is divided into two major portions.  The main section presents book review citations arranged by the name of the author of the reviewed book.  The section portion of BRI is the Title Index, which allows users to access to entries by using the title of the work.  Publications included in BRI are indexed in a section entitled Publications Indexed.

Special Features

Included citations for both newly published and older materials.

Cost

$448 for print edition.

Children's Magazine Guide

(2008).  Children's Magazine Guide.  Santa Barbara, California:  Libraries Unlimited.

Format 

Printed 9 issues per year, with the August issue being a culmination of June, July, and August.  Also and online portal to the CMG.

Scope

Subject index to over 60 magazines for elementary and middle school students.  Also included is related web citations to included articles.  

Relation to Similar Works

Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature; Ulrich's International Periodicals Directory; Standard Periodical Directory; Magazines for Libraries. 

Authority 

Children's Magazine Guide (CMG) indexes a cross-section of children's magazines that support the elementary and middle school curricula, as well as addressing the needs of public library children's rooms.  CMG assures that magazines selected for inclusion are useful for reference, accurate, have child appeal, and be written at a level appropriate for the audience.  Magazines are also selected based upon the likelihood of being included in a libraries collection.

Treatment

Of use to librarians, teachers, parents, and children as a research guide, a curriculum tool, as well as serving as a gateway to locating related articles that are age orientated on a wide array of topics.

Arrangement

Subjects are listed in alphabetical order.  Also included are reviews listed under the subdivision  REVIEWS.  The CMG uses two cross referencing tools; see and see also.

Special Features

CMG now features the inclusion of Index of Professional Journals – School Library Edition.  This index is located in the back of each printed edition of CMG and includes articles from 6 major school library magazines.

Cost

U.S. $79.95 1 yr.; 9 issues per year; access to CMG Online.

New York Times Index

(1913- ). New York Times Index.  New York: New York.

Format 

Print version of the New York Times Index as well as citations available for recent articles from the New York Times in an online periodical index hosted by EbscoHOST.

Scope

Provides annual indexing of the New York Times articles.  Printed semimonthly (1948-) with quarterly (1913-1929) and monthly with annual cumulations (1930-1947).

Relation to Similar Works

Christian Science Monitor Index; Wall Street Journal Index.

Authority 

The New York Times is one of the best known newspapers across the country.  The Times offers extensive national and international news coverage, including documents and speeches, detailed obituaries, business reports, art and fashion news, as well as reviews of books, movies and plays.  

Treatment

Intended for general newspaper subject searches by library patrons, researchers, scholars.

Arrangement

Citations are organized alphabetically by subject, personal name, and geographic headings.  Citations include an abstract or summary of an article.  The index also indicated the issue date, page, and column of the article.  

Special Features

The New York Times has a website (www.nytimes.com) where recent articles and reviews can be located.  Also on the website is a searchable archive of article citations from the New York Times where summaries can be viewed for free but users will be charged for full text article access. 

Short Story Index

Greenfieldt, J.  (2004).  Short Story Index.  New York:  H.W. Wilson Company.

Format 

Print (also available online).

Scope

Indexes approximately 4,300 stories from more than 200 collections and 50 periodicals each year.  Published each October Short Story Index contains stories published during the previous year.  A cumulation is published every five years. 

Relation to Similar Works

Essay and General Literature Index.

Authority 

H.W. Wilson Company editors collect and compile the short stories provided to them from literary publishers.

Treatment

As the publisher H.W. Wilson states, Short Story Index is for the reader seeking short fiction by a favorite  author, the teacher looking for the quintessential example of a particular genre, or for the student researching the body of work of a literary figure.

Arrangement

Short Story Index indexes stories by title, author and subject in a single alphabet listing.  A separate section is a list of collections indexed and a third section is devoted to a directory of periodicals.

Special Features

Also available in electronic format, Short Story Index online contains more than 96,000 stories including full text of over 4,000 stories.  

Cost

$260 for the print index.

Business Periodicals Index

Citation:


Business Periodicals Index. (1999). New York: H.W.Wilson Co.

Format:


Hardcover book.  Online.

Scope:

“A cumulative index to English language periodicals.”  This book indexes business periodical articles according to subject, and also according to company and person.  There is a separate listing of citations to book reviews.  This source is updated yearly since 1958.

Authority:

H.W.Wilson publishers.  The Committee on Wilson Indexes and ALA’s RUSA advises the publisher on its indexing and editorial policy.

Treatment:

Laypeople, reference librarians, and business-people will use this source to find business articles of interest.

Arrangement:

This text is arranged by subject, and person or company.   It is easy to use if you know the correct subject heading.

Special Features:


The online version is updated to the present, and includes 1.6 million records.

Global NewsBank

Citation:

Global NewsBank. Retrieved on Friday, March 20 from http://www.newsbankcolleges.com

Format:


Online

Scope:

“Offering current and archived news and information on foreign and domestic issues.”  Contains full-text newspaper and periodical articles, transcripts, and government documents from around the world, and maps and statistics.  90,000 articles annually from 1,000 sources worldwide.

Authority:

NewsBank publishes for public libraries, colleges, school libraries, government and military libraries, genealogists, professionals and researchers.

Treatment:

This resource is for a new agency needing global information, and a history or social sciences student needing current or archived news.

Relation to Similar Works:

NewsBank NewsFile Collection

Arrangement:

“NewsBank experts index each article by numerous subjects within basic categories.”   There is an online search with advanced search options, and the ability to browse by subjects.

NewsBank NewsFile Collection

Citation:

NewsBank NewsFile Collection.  Retrieved on March 20, 2009 from http://www.newsbankcolleges.com

Format:


Online

Scope:

Full-text news resource of 100,000’s of articles from 500 sources.  Updated daily.  1992-present.

Treatment:

This resource is for the college of public library that does not have the need to the more comprehensive resource Global NewsBank.

Relation to Similar Works:


Global NewsBank

Arrangement:


There is an advanced search along with the ability to browse by subject.

Special Features:

This resource is cross-searchable with 120 full-text magazines from the Popular Periodicals Premier resource.  The NewsFile resource includes maps, illustrations, charts, and tables.

Periodicals Contents Index

(online as Periodicals Index Online)

Citation:

Periodicals Index Online. Retrieved on March 20, 2009 from http://pio.chadwyck.co.uk/marketing.do

Format:


Online

Scope:

An index to millions of articles published in the arts, humanities and social sciences in the last 300 years.  Covers over 40 languages and dialects.  There are 37 subject areas.

Treatment:

This resource may be used by scholars, historians, and reference librarians. The incredible scope of the resource may make it too much to deal with for laypeople without the help of a reference librarian.

Arrangement:

There is an advanced search giving the ability to search articles and book reviews.  One can also search for journals by title, and can filter the search by subject.

Special Features:


There are downloadable MARC records and title lists for librarians.

Social Sciences Citation Index

Citation:


Social Sciences Citation Index. (1987). Philadelphia: Institute for Scientific Information.

Format:


Print text and online.

Scope:

“Covers more than 20 years of social sciences literature, and includes information on over 2 million source articles and 22 million cited references.”  

Authority:

“The value of the Social Sciences Index has been firmly established in the research community for many years.”

Treatment:


For social sciences and humanities scholars.

Arrangement:

“Virtually every discipline in social sciences is represented.”  “The fundamental question one can answer quickly through the citation index is where and by whom has the paper been cited in the literature?”  The resource is arranged by cited author, and journal by volume and page, with cross-references to other journals and authors.  One would really want to use this gigantic print source which read like a telephone book, and extensively uses abbreviations to the extent that the entries are inscrutable to the unaided eye.

Special Features:

The online version should be much easer to use than this telephone book of an index.

Dissertation Abstracts Online

Citation:

Dissertation Abstracts Online. (1980-). Ann Arbor, MI : ProQuest Information and Learning. Retrieved from FirstSearch.

Purpose and Scope:

Dissertation Abstracts Online covers dissertations and theses from accredited institutions in North America and Europe. 

Authority:

Published by the well-respected ProQuest, a leader in scholarly information resources.

Format:

Dissertation Abstracts Online is available as a monthly-updated online database.

Arrangement:

Results are arranged in descending chronological order. 

Entries:

Entry information includes: title, author, degree sought, year, institution name, advisor name, source information, ISBN, subject terms, and the dissertation abstract.

Special Features:

Users can search 17 different access points including title, author, advisor, subject and institution.

Use and Overall Evaluation:

This database may not be as useful in the public or school library, but academic and other research libraries would be greatly benefited by it.

Ethnic NewsWatch

Citation:

Ethnic NewsWatch. (1990-). Ann Arbor, MI : ProQuest. 

Purpose and Scope:

According the ProQuest website, Ethnic NewsWatch “presents a comprehensive, full-text collection of more than 1.8 million articles from more than 315 publications,” including “newspapers, magazines, and journals of the ethnic and minority press.” 

Authority:

Published by the well-respected ProQuest since 1990.

Format:

Ethnic NewsWatch is an online electronic database that provides abstracts, indexing and full text.

Arrangement:

Ethnic NewsWatch offers Basic and Advanced searching, as well as searching by topic or publication. Searches can be limited by date range, eight different ethnic groups, publication title and type and may exclude results from book reviews and newspaper.

Results can be listed by relevancy or chronologically depending on the user’s choice. The user may also choose to see results from all sources, scholarly journals, magazines or newspapers.

Entries:

Entries include a graphic image of the publication title and citation information for the article. An abstract summary is given as well as the full text of the article if available. Last, indexing information is listed, including subject terms, locations, author, document and publication type, title, ISSN/ISBN, word count and document URL.

Special Features:

Users can choose to be notified of new results for their search by setting up an email alert or creating an RSS feed. 

Also, according to ProQuest, “of the more than 1.8 million articles contained in the collection, nearly a quarter are presented in Spanish, making ENW an unmatched bilingual diversity database.” 

Users also have the option of choosing one of 18 different interface languages while using Ethnic NewsWatch, and can translate documents from English into 11 different languages and, if in original Spanish, from Spanish to English. 

Use and Overall Evaluation:

This is a fantastic resource for any academic library as well as secondary school libraries. Public libraries in highly populated areas or areas with a great deal of ethnic diversity would also benefit, and their acquisitions staff might be able to use this database for periodical collection development. 

General Science Index

Citation:

General Science Index. (1978-). Bronx, NY : H.W. Wilson Co. Retrieved from FirstSearch.

Purpose and Scope:

Indexes general science literature from nearly 300 periodicals from the U.S. and Europe.

Authority:

Published by the well-respected publisher H.W. Wilson Co.

Format:

Published in print starting in 1978, the General Science Index is now a weekly-updated online electronic database with records dating back to 1984. According to the publisher, a print version is still available. 

Arrangement:

Results of a FirstSearch search using WilsonSelectPlus, which includes the General Science Index, are arranged in descending chronological order.

Entries:

Entries include a link to the full text article if available, as well as source information for the article and publication, ISSN, an abstract, and subject terms.

Special Features:

Makes use of plain-language subject headings to “give non-specialists access to the latest scientific and technical developments.”

Use and Overall Evaluation:

This is a great resource for school libraries as well as undergraduate libraries. Public libraries might benefit from this database as well if local school libraries lack the resource.

Play Index

Citation:

Play Index. (1949-). New York : H.W. Wilson Co. Retrieved from WilsonWeb.

Purpose and Scope:

Play Index provides bibliographic citations of 31,000 important classic and historical plays as well as “the works of contemporary playwrights, including new editions or translations” published individually or in collections from 1949 to the present, according to the publisher.

Authority:

Published by well-respected publisher H.W. Wilson for over 50 years.

Format:

Originally published in print format, Play Index is now also available as an online electronic database. The print version is still published every five years.

Arrangement:

The Play Index database is available through WilsonWeb. Advances searching allows users to search by play title, author, subject, keyword, or one of 25 genres. Results can be limited by number of roles/cast as well as target audience age. 

Results can be sorted by relevance, date, author name, journal issue, journal name, play author, publication year, or title. 

Entries:

Entries include play title, play author, play abstract, interest grade level, number of acts, subject/genre terms, and links for finding the play in a book and other related web resources. A link to full text is provided, but it is not always available.

Special Features:

Users can create email alerts and RSS feeds to update them about new information pertaining to their particular search.

Use and Overall Evaluation:

The ability to search by interest grade level makes this a great resource for school libraries. Academic libraries would also benefit from this resource, especially those in universities with drama programs and studies. Public libraries would benefit from this resource if they provide services to community performance groups and religious groups.

Article1st

Citation

Article1st. Dublin, Ohio: OCLC. 

Format


This resource is available online.

Scope

ArticleFirst is a bibliographical index that lists articles published in popular and academic periodicals that cover business, science, the humanities, social sciences, medicine, technology, and popular culture.  More than 16,000 titles are represented in this database.  Articles in the database date from 1990 to the present.  It is updated daily.

Authority

This database is produced and maintained by the reputable organization, the OCLC Online Computer Library Center, Inc.

Treatment

Students, professionals, educators, and general library users would use this index to search for bibliographical information of articles that would meet their information needs.

Arrangement

Through the FirstSearch interface, the ArticleFirst database has basic, advanced, and expert functions.  The basic search allows users to search by keyword, author, title, source, or year.  The advanced and expert searches allow more flexibility to search for titles, publication dates, or OCLC numbers, to name a few limiters.   Regardless of the level of search being performed, users can choose to limit results to full text.

Use & overall evaluation

This resource is a useful tool for locating articles found in a variety of print media and subject areas.  This is an appropriate online database for any size public, school, or academic library 

Essay and General Literature Index

Citation

Essay and General Literature Index,1900- . New York: H. W. Wilson, 1934-. 

Format


This index is available in print and online.

Scope

This index covers a broad spectrum of fields with a special emphasis on the humanities and social sciences.  Nearly 4,000 essays and articles from about 300 collections and miscellaneous works are provided in the index.  It is published semi-annually with bound annual and five-year cumulations.

Authority

This index is created and maintained by the reputable and respected reference resource publisher, H.W. Wilson.

Treatment

Students and scholars would be most interested in the information found in the Essay and General Literature Index.

Arrangement

The index is arranged alphabetically and includes author, subject, and occasional tile entries under catchwords or significant phrases.  Entries include the author’s name, essay title, and reference to the collection in which that essay is found.

Special features

The Essay and General Literature Index online features Wilson-Link SFX-Powered Technology, which provides links to full-text articles through library reference databases that are open-URL compliant.  This feature is available at no additional charge

Use & overall evaluation

The print version of this index is not instinctive to use, nor is it flexibly arranged.  Many general library users would not be inclined to use this index.  It is useful to the reference librarian in an undergraduate or research library to direct users to specific essay collections that have been published in the past year.

PAIS International in Print

Citation

PAIS International in Print. New York: Public Affairs Information Service, 1991-. 

Format


This index is available in print and online.

Scope

PAIS International in Print is a subject index which covers all subjects that bear on contemporary public issues and public policies.  It provides bibliographic information to books, monographs, government documents, and journal articles.  Publications from anywhere in the world are indexed in the English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese, and Spanish languages, although subject headings, abstracts, and annotations are presented in English.  It is updated monthly with annual cumulations.

Authority

This index is produced and maintained by the reputable library resource provider, ProQuest – CSA Illumina and it is published by the Public Affairs Information Service.

Treatment

This resource is of use to students, academics, policy researchers, legislators, government officials, and members of the business and financial community.

Arrangement

This index is arranged alphabetically by subject headings.  Subject headings are broken down into subheadings, also arranged alphabetically.  A single entry can appear under up to six headings. Each issue contains a list of periodicals from which articles are drawn, as well as a directory of publishers and distributors.  All entries include bibliographic information for article location, and many entries include abstracts.  When applicable, URL addresses are also included.

Use & overall evaluation

This index is generally easy thumb through to find appropriate subject headings and locate relevant bibliographic information on public policies throughout the world.  PAIS International in Print is a useful resource for academic, public, corporate, and legal libraries.

Social Sciences Index

Citation

Social Sciences Index. New York: H. W. Wilson, 1974-. 

Format


This index is available in print and online as Social Sciences Full Text.

Scope

This resource is a cumulative, bibliographical index of over 500 social science periodicals in the English language.  The index covers anthropology, area studies, community health and medical care, political science, urban, women’s, and family studies, and related subjects.   The print resource is updated quarterly with annual cumulations.  The online database of Social Sciences Full Text is updated daily.

Authority

This index is created and maintained by the reputable and respected reference resource publisher, H.W. Wilson.

Treatment


This resource is useful for students and professionals in all of the social science fields.

Arrangement

The main body of Social Sciences Index consists of author and subject entries arranged alphabetically.  Subjects that begin with numbers precede all other entries.  Subject headings are subdivided by historical period, form and topic, and geography.  There is also a separate listing of book review citations after the main body of the index.  Complete bibliographical citations of article sources are included in each entry.

Special features

Social Sciences Full Text online features Wilson-Link SFX-Powered Technology, which provides links to full-text articles through library reference databases that are open-URL compliant.  This feature is available at no additional charge.  

Cost

The minimum annual subscription cost for this resource is $570.  Subscription rates are priced based on subscribed services.

Use & overall evaluation

Social Sciences Index is most useful for graduate students and scholars focusing on complex research projects, and librarians needing quick answers to specific research questions.  It is generally easy to use.  However, users should be aware that this index uses its own subject authority file and should accustom themselves to the subject terms used by this index.
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